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‘Day of Evangelism’ 
to reach out to all 



A MAJOR ‘evangelism day’ is to be 
held next summer to inspire Christians 
across the Thames Valley to bring new 
disciples into the church. 

The day is called ‘living faith: a vision 
for evangelism’ and is for clergy and 
laypeople who long to help their church 
reach out to those on the outside. 

Janet Russell, parish development 
adviser for Berkshire who came up 
with the idea for the day, said: ‘The 
day is about reaching out to the people 
who have the gifts and may be ‘doing’ 
evangelism already. 

‘They’re the ones who invite their 
friends and neighbours to church, or 
nurture groups, or help with holiday 
clubs, sharing their faith in their daily 
lives.’ 

'The word evangelism 
means sharing good news. 

It is something we human 
being do all the time' 

Planned for 7 June, in Oxford, it is 
hoped up to 1,000 people from across 
the diocese will attend. 

It is being organised by the Bishop of 
Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell. 
He said: ‘The word evangelism means 
sharing good news. It is something we 
human being do all the time. 

‘We have received the good news of 
what God has done in Jesus Christ and 
what God continues to do in our lives 
today. We need to share it. 

‘But this begs two other questions. 



If we feel reticent about telling any- 
one anything about our Christian 
faith then perhaps we need to ask: are 
we experiencing it as good news for 
out lives? We need to help people 
grow in their own day-to-day lived 
experience of God. To put it bluntly: 
you can’t give what you haven’t got. 

‘Even when we feel we have some- 
thing worth sharing, we need to find 
appropriate ways of doing it. For most 
people nowadays becoming a Christian 
will be like a journey. People today 
grow up knowing little or nothing 
about the Christian faith. Therefore the 
work of evangelism is best understood 
as helping people make the journey.’ 

The event is being backed by the 
Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, who will also speak on the day. 

He said: ‘I see this day as one of the 
most important we’ve had in the dio- 
cese for some time. It focuses on the 
core privilege of Christians - to share 
the love of God. We can do this in a 
thousand different ways, depending on 
all sorts of personal and local factors. 
But we won’t be offering blueprints or 
techniques; we’ll be exploring how to 
change gear as a local church, and how 
to make sharing faith natural and 
enjoyable. I hope every parish that pos- 
sibly can will send some representatives. 
Then we would all know we meant 
business - and God would know too.’ 

For more details of the day contact 
janet.russell@oxford.anglican.org. 
Booking forms will go on the diocesan 
website in the New Year. 
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Archbishop in Oxford 



PREACHING at the 

Service of Thanks- 
giving for 25 years of 
Helen House in 
Oxford, the Most 
Revd and Rt Hon Dr 
Rowan Williams, 
Archbishop of 
Canterbury, praised 
children’s hospices as 
communities where 
unlikely freedom, 
hope, faith and love 
show their strength 
in what could easily 
be defeat. 

The deeply moving 
Service at Christ 



Church Cathedral 
was attended by past 
and current families, 
staff and volunteers 
from Helen and 
Douglas House. 

The Archbishop 
was back in Oxford 
again as he officially 
opened the new CMS 
(Church Mission 
Society) Headquarters. 

CMS spokesman 
John Martin said the 
organisation looked 
forward to a growing 
relationship with the 
city. 



Parishes asked: will 
you give a bishop a 



bed for the 

THE Archbishop of Canterbury has invited his 
fellow bishops around the world, and their 
spouses, to join him in Canterbury next year 
for the Lambeth Conference. 

Bishop Colin will speak to diocesan synod 
about developing plans for the Conference. 

The Archbishop’s letter includes a general 
invitation to take part in a Hospitality 
Initiative being planned by all the dioceses in 
Scotland, Wales and England. The idea is that 
visiting bishops and their spouses will arrive a 
few days earlier, on about Friday 11 July, and 
stay as guests in one of our home dioceses until 
the conference begins on Wednesday 16 July. 

Clearly there are uncertainties about the 
conference, but we can surely work on this 



It would be good to think of 'the 
host' as a local parish as well as the 
person or family in whose home the 
bishop will stay. 

initiative as a fine opportunity for us here in 
Oxford. Bishop John has already written to a 
number of bishops with whom we have spe- 
cial links. The Lambeth Conference Office is 
keeping a tally of who is being invited where, 
and soon we shall receive suggestions about 
further invitations we might make, so that no 
one is left out. 



night? 

We would like our visitors to stay in homes 
all around the diocese, so that we can arrange 
occasions for many of us here to meet one or 
more of them. Our diocesan Mothers’ Union 
is holding its summer meeting while our 
guests are with us. Many of the bishops, we 
hope, will be invited to preach in one of our 
churches on Sunday. We are not planning a 
heavy programme of speaking engagements, 
however, because rest and relaxation are 
important before the demanding three weeks 
of the conference itself. 

We must now begin to recruit hosts. It would 
be good to think of ‘the host’ as a local parish 
as well as the person or family in whose home 
the bishop will stay. We shall arrange to meet 
arriving bishops at the airport, and at the end 
of their stay take them to Canterbury, probably 
in a coach. However these travel arrangements 
will not be the host’s responsibility. 

If you and your parish would like to consid- 
er hosting a bishop and his or her spouse, 
please contact Martin Peirce, address below. 
For many bishops in our communion, English 
is not their first language. So if you or some of 
your parish friends are experienced in, say, 
French, Spanish, or an African or Asian lan- 
guage, that could be most helpful. 

Canon Martin Peirce, 8, Burwell Meadow, 
Witney, Oxon, 0X28 5JQ. martin. peirce@ntl- 
world.com. 



Church lead thefts rise through the roof 



THEFTS of lead from churches have increased 
dramatically in the last year in the Oxford 
Diocese, claim specialist insurers, 
Ecclesiastical. From only one claim in 2006, 
the company has received 40 this year. 

The thefts reflect a national trend. There 
have been more than 1,800 claims across the 
country this year totalling over £5.8million. 

But churches can now fight back. The 
Oxford Diocese has welcomed news of a new 



product ‘SmartWater’, developed by 
Ecclesiastical with experts in forensic security. 
The non-hazardous liquid, is invisible until 
seen under UV light when it glows brightly, 
allowing marked items to be traced back to 
their owners and linking criminals who have 
touched it directly to their crime. 

For more details on metal thefts, 
Ecclesiastical’s awareness campaign, and 
SmartWater, visit www.ecclesiastical.com 
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How one church is coping 
after a devastating fire 

One evening in August came the call that every 
churchwarden dreads -'The Church is on fire'. 
Within minutes I was on the scene and what a 
sight! Smoke and flames billowing from the 
south and south west windows followed by an 
explosion as they blew out taking the stone 
tracery with them. 

Thankfully, the fire brigade were quickly on 
the scene and their prompt action and the time 
of the outbreak must have been important fac- 
tors in saving the church, All Saints in Churchill, 
Oxon, from total destruction. 

Mercifully, the structural damage is mainly 
confined to the meeting room and gallery above 
(newly constructed with new electrics in 
2000). The rest of the building, including the 
organ, is badly contaminated by smoke dam- 
age. 

What caused the fire? Everyone keeps ask- 
ing; but the forensic report is 'inconclusive'. 



'Is there a positive side to all 
this? Yes certainly there is. God 
is with us and is listening to our 
prayers. Secondly, I have a co- 
churchwarden who is the 
antidote to "don't panic"!' 



All Saints was built in 1826 and is influ- 
enced largely by that of Magdalen College, 
Oxford. Following two major restorations and 
careful maintenance over the last 20 years, it 
was in good order, but now it will be well into 
the middle or latter end of next year before 
services there will resume. 

Is there a positive side to all this? Yes cer- 
tainly there is. God is with us and is listening to 
our prayers. 

Secondly, I have a co-churchwarden who is the 
antidote to 'don't panic'! We have a church 
member who is an experienced and fully quali- 
fied building surveyor and who the insurers have 
agreed to appoint as Project Manager, a vicar 
who is enthusing us to keep our church life going, 
a wonderful and supportive community and con- 
gregation in ours and our sister parish, Kingham, 
tremendously helpful insurers and loss adjusters 
and the support of our Area Bishop and our 
Archdeacon. 

Services, including some in the village hall, 
are at full capacity, youth and other activities 
are getting back into full swing, there is much 
feedback coming in on whether 'while we are at 
it' there are any re-ordering or improvements to 
consider. You can, on the whole, say that this is 
no time for slacking! 

Tim Holloway is a Churchwarden at All 
Saints , Churchill in the deanery of Chipping 
Norton. 

Diocese appoints new 
Communications Director 

THE Diocese of Oxford has appointed a new 
Director of Communications. She is Sarah 
Meyrick, who has a background in journal- 
ism and PR and has been working for the 
Diocese on a freelance basis for the last 1 8 
months. 

Sarah, who is married to the Revd Ben 
Phillips, vicar of Bodicote near Banbury, said: 
‘I’m delighted to be joining the communica- 
tions team on a permanent basis.’ 



Sight impaired people can now get a free 
audio version of the DOOR by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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CHRISTMAS, 


tTHINK 0UI5DE THE BOX 

www.aChurchNearYou.com 

d? Diocese of Oxford 



Christmas campaign encourages us to 
think beyond the tinsel 




AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION. NON FICTION. 
8I0GRAPHY/MEM01R HISTORICAL. 
POETRY. SPIRITUAL/SELF-HELP. 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 



k FREE SPECIALIST 
® CATALOGUE 
_ AVAILABLE 

National 
Fruit 
# Specialists 

5 Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 (8ft) ana many on M27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 

Lots of New Special Offers 

Ask for your FREE copy of our New 
Catalogue 

ffiWS 

01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 




Meditations on the Collects 

by Janet Gentles 



£5.99 + £1.50 p&p 
(Cheques payable to 
Janet Gentles) 



Janet Gentles 
44 Clapham Rd, 
Bedford MK41 7PW 



Tel: 07871 160379 

www.christianstudies.co.uk 



IF you’re in the city of Oxford in the next few 
weeks, look out for posters on the back of 
Oxford buses. 

‘Think outside the box’ is a Christmas cam- 
paign launched by the Bishop of Oxford at 
the end of November. The poster is designed 
to help people stop and think - and then 
points them towards the website 
www.achurchnearyou.com to find out about 
Christmas services at their local church. 

The buses will carry the poster for the four 
weeks running up to Christmas when the city 
will be particularly busy with shoppers. 



Bishop John hopes the poster will give busy 
people pause for thought. ‘When all around 
us commercial ventures are getting into over- 
drive, I believe we need, thoughtfully and 
tastefully, to put the central message of 
Christmas out too,’ he says. 

‘An imaginative, allusive campaign such 
as ours isn’t strident but it is definite - 
there’s more to Christmas than people think 
or allow. Think outside the box and see if 
we’re right.’ 

To help spread the message right across the 
diocese we will be sending out a smaller 



Fund launched in memory of Beverley Ruddock 



A FUND has been set up in memory of Beverley 
Ruddock, the chair of the diocesan committee 
for racial justice. 

Beverley died suddenly in October in the 
offices of Wokingham Borough Council in 
October. She was just 60 and leaves behind three 
sons. 

The fund has been set up by the council’s chil- 
dren’s services department, where Beverley 
worked as a senior educational psychologist. She 



was also deputy Lieutenant for Berkshire and 
was deeply involved in church and diocesan life, 
as a member of Bishop’s Council and the 
General Synod, as well as a national selector for 
the Ministry Division. 

To support the Beverley Ruddock Fund, 
cheques should be sent to The Beverley Ruddock 
Fund, Tony Woodman, Children’s Services 
Finance Team, Wokingham Borough Council, 
Shute End, Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 4WN. 




Cynthia still at school at 90 

STOKE Goldington resident Cynthia Angliss turned 90 years old last month and celebrated 
by going into the village’s First School. 

Cynthia attended the school herself as a pupil and when she retired from working life 
came back to the village. Cynthia began coming into school regularly to hear children read 
and has been doing so for over 21 years! 

The children were thrilled to be able to present Cynthia with a fantastic card and enor- 
mous chocolate cake (which they all helped to make and eat!!) and to sing ‘Happy Birthday’ 
to her. And of course, Cynthia just had to hear some children read before she went home. 



poster version for display on church and 
community notice boards. The posters will 
contain an area for adding details of 
Christmas services. 

‘We will be sending every parish church 
two copies of the poster so that it can be dis- 
played in shops, schools, or on community 
noticeboards,’ says Sarah Meyrick, Director 
of Communications. 

Extra copies will be available on a first 
come, first served basis by request - email 
jane.manley@oxford.anglican.org or call 
01865 208225. 



To advertise in 

The Door 

call our sales team on 

01752 225623 




190, 000 

copies 
every 
month 
when you 
use all titles 




With supported housing and nursing cate, the Church 
of England Pensions Board provides security and pe; 
mind in roll remem to those who have given their 
lives towards helping others in the name of Christ, 
including Cierg >ws and Licensed Lay Workers. 

We rdy on donations and legacies to continue this 
much needed work. 



The Church of England Pensions Board (CTD) 
FREEPOST am LONDON SWlP JYS 
Tel: 020 7898 1800 
Web : w w vv.eo fe.angl tcan.org/aboul/cepb 
Email: enquiries@cepb.c-of~e.org.uk 
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New Diocesan title for Christian publishers 




WHY PRETEND... 



WITH OVER 24 YEARS EXPERIENCE OF SUPPLYING QUALITY 
VEHICLES TO CHURCHES, CHARITIES AND CARE ORGANISATIONS. 

AUTOSAVE WILL MAKE FINDING YOU A BETTER DEAL ON 
YOUR NEXT VEHICLE LOOK LIKE CHILDS PLAY. 



• Choose from hundreds of new 
and used makes and models 
from £3,995 

• Minimum 12 Months' 
manufacturer or AA parts and 
labour warranty 

• Minimum 12 Months' roadside 
assistance 

• 1 20 point vehicle inspection 
plus full service 



Call: 0845 122 6902 I A I ITfKAVF RP1 

www.autosave.co.uk I I w If b 1 1 1 

OPENING HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.45AM - 6.30PM I SATURDAY 9.00AM - 3.00PM 




Full vehicle mileage check (VMC), 
including HPI history check 

All vehicles are professionally 
prepared and valeted prior to 
delivery 

FREE Nationwide delivery to 
your door 



The Plymouth based publishing house, 
Cornerstone Vision started selling 
advertising on the Oxford newspaper 
The Door from last month’s edition. 

The Door has joined Cornerstone’s port- 
folio of other Anglican newspapers mak- 
ing a total of six titles in all. These are 
published alongside of the Portsmouth 
People, the Roman Catholic paper for 
the Diocese of Portsmouth. Together 
they will have a circulation of around 
190,000 and an estimated readership of 
around half a million. 



The announcement comes at a time of 
other expansion for Cornerstone Vision 
who will also be handling advertising for 
the Mothers’ Union magazine, Home 
and Family. 

Ian Pilkington, one of the directors at 
Cornerstone Vision and leader of the 
Diocesan papers team, said, “The news 
of the addition of these prestigious titles 
is great news for the team here in 
Plymouth. I believe it is a reflection of 
respect for our work for our existing 
titles.” Ian continued, “I trust that we will 



be in a position to increase the advertis- 
ing content of The Door ensuring its 
continued viability in the same way that 
we have worked to ensure the contin- 
ued viability of titles such as The Sarum 
Link, The Grapevine, The Wey and 
Pompey Chimes. We are also pleased 
with the way that the Chelmsford 
Diocesan paper, The Month is growing 
after launching it as a newspaper this 
time last year.” 

Cornerstone Vision’s sales team can be 
contacted on 01752 225623 





Christ Church Cathedral School 
Oxford 



M 




. ■ ■ 

Voice trials for boys aged 7 - one 
vacancy for a 9 year old 

Saturday 19 January 2008 



registrar@cccs.org.uk www.cccs.org.uk (01865) 260650 

3 Brewer Street, Oxford 0X1 1QW 



KEYCH AN GE f CHARITY 

C if U ! S r I A X $ HELPING P £ Q P h £ IN N £ £ i> 

Keychange Charity 

is a UK Christian Charity. 

We offer care, acceptance 
and practical support to 
people in need whatever 
their background, race or 
creed. Our work at 
Keychange is focused on 
two distinct groups of people: the elderly and the homeless. 

Keychange Charity aims to demonstrate the Gospel of Christ through 
the provision of practical help and support. We run care homes for 
the elderly and supported accomodation for homeless women. 

To find out more, please visit our website 
www.keychange.org.uk 

All donations will be gratefully received to help us do God’s work; 
donations may be made by post or via our secure website. 

Keychange Charity, 5 St George’s Mews 
43 Westminster Bridge Road 
London SE1 7JB 

Tel: 020 7633 0533 

Email: info@keychange.org.uk 

Patrons: Right Rev James Jones, Bishop of Liverpool; Diane-Louise Jordan 

Registered Charity No. 1061344; Registered Company No. 3317563; is affiliated to the Evangelical 

Alliance and a member of the Christian Care Association 
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God in the life of. . . 



It's not often that the humble shepherd finds him or herself 
thrust, blinking, into the spotlight. But over the next few 
weeks, in churches, schools and theatres across the Christian 
world, they will once again be taking centre stage in the most 
famous story of all. Modern-day shepherd, Chris Hargraves, 
reflects with Sally Jarman on the nature of the job today and 
on his calling as a shepherd of souls as well as of sheep. 




A modern-day 
shepherd 



The fact that God chose to first announce the birth 
of his precious Son to those considered the most 
lowly of society more than 2000 years ago gives 
us plenty of food for thought about his priorities. 
Not for Jesus a comfortable hotel and a place 
among the elite. From the start he was allied to 
those who had little else to give but their hearts 
and souls: the dregs of society and the strugglers. 
Life as a shepherd in Biblical times was tough 
and God wanted to walk alongside them. 

While farmers today enjoy higher status than 
their forebears, perhaps, the job is still essentially 
a mix of hard work and wonder that keeps a 
man’s feet firmly on the ground, says Chris 
Hargraves. 

Taking a snatched break from work at his home 
in Ford, near Thame, he testifies that for livestock 
farmers, at least, the hours are 24/7, 365 days of 
the year, often solitary, and with depressingly low 
financial reward. 

On the other side, however, Chris says he 
feels continually blessed at the wonders of 
creation he now sees around him as he goes 
about his daily chores. 

‘I spent a great many years in the corporate 
world, in sales and marketing, before I was able 
to retire and was lucky to have earned enough to 



'I think most livestock farmers 
genuinely love their 
animals - they must do 
because it certainly isn't all 
plain sailing. They get into 
troubles and things go wrong, 
from health to waywardness, 
and you need a good deal of 
patience and faith to guide 
them through. 

'...Sheep should definitely 
come with labels saying which 
ones will find lambing hard 
and need help, rather than let- 
ting me find out in the middle 
of the night. But I genuinely 
look at each one as a gift 
from God and I am lucky to 
be able to care for them' 

Chris Hargarves 



go ahead then and really get stuck in to what I had 
always wanted to do - farming.’ 

He now has more than 100 sheep and 20 
cattle to tend to each day and land to nurture and 
says that, like people, the animals present a con- 
stant range of challenges for their stewards: 

‘I think most livestock farmers genuinely love 
their animals - they must do because it certainly 
isn’t all plain sailing. They get into troubles and 
things go wrong, from health to waywardness, 
and you need a good deal of patience and faith to 
guide them through. 

‘Believe me there are times when my language 
hasn’t been at all godly! When I’m tired at the end 
of the day and find that the cows have mobbed 
their hay and water container right in the middle 
of their clean pen and I have to sort it out I could 
cheerfully strangle them all. And sheep should 
definitely come with labels saying which ones 
will find lambing hard and need help, rather than 
letting me find out in the middle of the night. But 
I genuinely look at each one as a gift from God 
and I am lucky to be able to care for them.’ 
Isolation is also a big problem faced by farmers 



and even with a small farm Chris says he has been 
grateful for the supportive nature of the farming 
community: ‘Farming is not a job, it’s a way of 
life and the reality is that it’s often lonely. When 
I’m out on my tractor I might not see another soul 
all day. But I have been really grateful to be able 
to share problems and seek advice from other 
farmers around me. They are not in competition 
with one another, they are very supportive.’ 



To balance the lows there are also highlights of 
the year such as lambing, when Chris says the 
miracle of new life never ceases to amaze him. He 
and his wife, also Chris, are always delighted to 
welcome the parties of children who visit from 
schools and youth groups to see and hear about 
the newborn lambs. 

‘Out there in the countryside there are so many 
beautiful things, whether it’s wildlife or being up 



early in the morning and seeing a sunrise. Just 
like the animals it’s a humbling experience to 
feel part of something much, much bigger.’ 

Hand-in-hand with his discovery of the won- 
ders of creation, Chris says his faith also 
received a kick-started when he met his wife, 
Christabel, who is now curate in Goring, 
Streatley and South Stoke. 

Although both had a foundation in Christianity 
as children, he says they had lost their way as ‘life 
happened’. Together they wanted to re-kindle 
their relationship with God and the only question 
was ‘where?’ 

After trying various churches they found them- 
selves at an evening celebration service in St 
Mary’s Church, Thame, listening to a ‘wildly 
enthusiastic’ talk and feeling very much at home. 

‘That’s the pattern of churchmanship we’ve 
taken ever since. We’re very much New Wine 
people and feel lifted and moved by that style 
of worship and fellowship. It has to make you 
feel alive. I started to think ‘Oh good it’s 
Sunday’ and look forward to it as a great part of 
my week.’ 

Gradually they felt compelled to ‘give some- 
thing back’ and joined the ministry team. They 
also discovered a calling to prison ministry 

Just as the shepherds in the 
Christmas story stayed by 
their sheep through the dark- 
est hours, so Chris says it 
feels right to walk alongside 
those whose lives have 
derailed, offering fellowship 
and support. 



after attending a talk by the then chaplain at 
Grendon Prison. 

‘We went along, quite nervously, wondering 
what to expect, and came away having had our 
pre-conceptions quite changed. We spent time 
talking with some of the prisoners and I came 
away thinking there were some really nice 
guys there. 

‘Some of them had backgrounds that, with my 
safe upbringing, were beyond my comprehen- 
sion. Others had lost their way in quite mundane 
incidents such as, say, a neighbourly dispute over 
garden watering in a drought. Hearing those sto- 
ries, I realised what a thin line we all walk every 
day between right and wrong!’ 

Just as the shepherds in the Christmas story 
stayed by their sheep through the darkest hours, 
so Chris says it feels right to walk alongside those 
whose lives have derailed, offering fellowship 
and support. He and Chris feel they get as much 
out of it as they put in. 

‘AH the prisoners we talk with know where we 
are from, but you can’t just stuff them with the 
Bible. Some are definitely searching, but a lot of 
days God doesn’t even enter into the conversa- 
tion. What is rewarding is that we are building a 
trust and offering a hand of friendship, sometimes 
for the first time in their lives.’ 

Back at home this month, the big event will be 
the annual Carol Service for the village in the 
Hargrave’s barn complete, of course, with sheep 
and cows. In its fourth year now, a big attendance 
is expected. Last year almost half the population 
were there, enjoying the setting, the story, the 
music, fellowship and the mulled wine. 

‘Of course it’s a community event, a social 
time,’ says Chris, ‘which is in itself impor- 
tant today. 

‘But they do hear the Word, and if even one 
person takes something away from the evening 
about the wonder of God’s gift to us then I’m a 
very happy shepherd.’ 
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Someone to Watch Over Me 



by Jim Glazebrook DFC 

Jim Glazebrook is one of those quiet men of 
faith and courage whose life, when 
examined, turns out to have been an 
extraordinary adventure. In his short auto 
biography, which incorporates a war history 
of 206 Squadron and 68 photographs, Jim 
recounts his war time exploits hunting 
U-Boats and enemy shipping as part of 
Coastal Command. Subsequent to the war 
he goes on to tell how his passion for flying 
and his faith in God came together in the 
birth of Mission Aviation Fellowship, the 
charity that provides essential air communi- 
cations in the remotest parts of the world. 
Jim Glazebrook is donating all his profit to 
Mission Aviation Fellowship. 

Price £7.99 plus £1 p&p 

To order your copy return the coupon 
below, with a cheque for £8.99 made 
payable to ‘Harvest Fields Distribution 
Ltd’, to Harvest Fields, 

Unit 17, Churchill Business Park, 
Churchill Road, Doncaster DN1 2TF. 
Buy on-line at 

www. christian-shopping.co.uk or order 
by telephone on 
01302 367868 

Please send me a copy of ‘ Someone to Watch 
Over Me’. 

I enclose a cheque for £8.99 

Name: 

Mr /Mrs/ Miss/ Dr /Rev: 

Address 1 

Address 2: 

Town: 

County: 

Post Code : .... 

Contact Tel No: 

Email (optional): 

Offer Code: CV1207TD 

Alternatively telephone on: 01302 367868 
& quote offer code CV1207TD 



People & places 



Back to the future at Boyne Hill 



THE future played a 
starring role in cele- 
brations of the past at 
All Saints Church, 
Boyne Hill, near 
Maidenhead recently. 

A giant Earth 
Balloon was among 
the attractions of a 
weekend marking 150 
years of Christian 
witness at the church. 
Organisers dedicated 
the event to raising 
awareness of God’s 
creation, environ- 
mental issues and the 
part each of us must 
play in sustaining our 
planet for future gen- 
erations. 

Be worldly-wise... 

You can hear more 
about global issues in 
coming events around 
the Diocese, including 
two entitled ‘Climate 
Change, God’s World, 
Our Response’. Hear 
expert speakers and 
put your own ques- 
tions to them: 

On Thursday 27 
November at St 
Michael’s Church 
Amersham on the 
Hill, at 8pm, panel- 
lists include the Revd 
Prof Ian James, 
Environmental 
Adviser to the Oxford 
Diocese, talking about 
‘The Science of 
Climate Change’, and 
Sandeep Sengupta, of 
the Environmental 
Change Institute at 
Oxford University, 
discussing ‘The Impact 
on, and Response of 




It's a small world as All Saints 7 vicar, the Revd Jeremy Harris, demon 

Maidenhead Advertiser 



Photo Sally Swift of 



strates, 



Developing Countries’. 

Both men will again 
be panellists on 
Tuesday 11 December 
at St Michael’s 
Church, Warfield, 
Bracknell, at 7.30pm, 
when they will be 
joined by Paul 
Valentine, internation- 
al director of Christian 
Aid who will also 



speak on The 
Christian Perspective. 
All are welcome. 

Find out how to 
inspire and plan ener- 
gy descent in your 
town, in an evening 
with Rob Hopkins at 
Oxford Friends 

Meeting House. 
‘Planning for Life with- 
out Oil - The Transition 



Towns Concept’, is on 
29 November, 6-8pm. 

World Aids Day is 
1 December and on 6 
December, at the 
Friends Meeting 
House, you can hear 
speakers discussing 
‘Oxford - Effective 
Responses to 

HIV/ AIDS in Africa’, 
6. 30-8. 30pm. 



1 20 years of the Boys’ Brigade 



Bv Nick Westburv 

THE Boys’ Brigade has just held a celebra- 
tion marking 120 years of Brigade work in 
churches in the Oxford Diocese. 

The Boys’ Brigade is the oldest and the 
largest uniformed Christian youth organisa- 
tion in the UK. With a new modern uniform 
and an up-to-date awards programme the 
Boys’ Brigade continues to offer a challenging 
range of activities for boys aged from 5 to 18. 
Every company is a part of a Church or 
Benefice. Several new Boys’ Brigade compa- 
nies will be opening in the Diocese in 2008. 

It all started in November 1887 when James 
Hill, a young student from Glasgow encour- 
aged the local vicar to open a Boys’ Brigade 
Company at St Peter’s-Le-Bailey Church in 
Oxford. James Hill was a student at St John’s 
College and before coming up to Oxford had 
previously served as an officer in the 1st 
Glasgow Company under the founder of the 
organisation, Sir William Alexander Smith. 

In 1887 and 1888 a further six Boys’ 
Brigade companies were opened across the 
city of Oxford including two at the recently 
opened Holy Trinity Church. 

Since 1887 Boys’ Brigade companies 



(together with Girls’ Brigade companies and 
Church Lads’ Brigade companies) have been 
active in Churches throughout the Diocese. 

One notable company (the 1st Oxford) was 
opened at St Matthew’s Church in 
Grandpont, Oxford, by Canon David 
Stather-Hunt in 1929. For over 70 years 
thousands of young men growing up in South 
Oxford passed through the ranks. Canon 
Stather-Hunt was later awarded the OBE for 
his service and his colleague Miss Marjorie 
Cowley who ran the 1st Oxford Life Boys 
was awarded the MBE. 

Boys’ Brigade Oxfordshire is organising a 
special thanksgiving service to be held at the 
chapel of St Peter’s College (former parish 
church of St Peter’s-Le-Bailey) on 13 April to 
celebrate 120 years of work in the Diocese 
and 125 years of the movement. All former 
members, officers and chaplains are invited 
to join them. 

If your PCC is interested in operating a 
Boys’ Brigade company then more informa- 
tion can be obtained at www.boys- 
brigade.org.uk or you could contact Nick 
Westbury, the local development officer on 
(01869) 338230. 




i co-column 



I AS I write this, large parts of the country 
§ are obsessed by the value of their houses, i 
I People feel rich because their houses have I 
i rocketed in value over the last few years. 1 
J But with interest rates rising and banks j 
I burning their fingers on ill-judged loans, | 

I there are signs that the housing market f 
i may slow or even reverse. 

1 Value, of course, is a mere human con- ^ 
jj struct, a measure of economic confidence, j 
J A ‘natural valuation’ might add up the cost | 
I of baking bricks, the growing, cutting and | 
I preparing of wood, and the carbon emis- I 
I sions in manufacturing the cement and 1 
\ concrete used in the house. How different j 

* to our present human evaluation! | 

I This distinction between unrealistic | 
1 human values and underlying natural val- 1 
1 ues is found across the economic sector. - 
j Last year I travelled to Newcastle-upon- j 
J Tyne at someone else’s expense. The aero- | 
J plane caused more than four times as much | 
I carbon pollution as the train for that jour- § 
§ ney, yet the plane fare was around half the 1 
^ cheapest train ticket I could use, so I felt 

j bullied into using the environmentally ^ 
I appalling aeroplane. § 

1 Perhaps we all need to be more aware of I 
I ‘natural economics’ that acknowledge the i 

* damage to our environment when we make 
J decisions about spending our money. 

I The Revd Proflan James is Environmental | 
§ Adviser to the Diocese of Oxford. I 



Rector takes the plunge 

Congratulations to Sarah Sharp, rector of 
Lower Windrush, who celebrated her 40th 
birthday by swimming 10 miles in her local 
swimmimg pool to raise more than £1000 















Third date booked for editors 

Hot on the heels of a second successful 
training day for parish magazine editors, a 
third date is now set for 1 March in High 
Wycombe, again offering professional tips 
and discussion on both content and design. 
For details contact Liz Roberts of The 
Churches 7 Media Trust, on 01235 834295, 
or lizroberts.wordpower@btinternet.com 



Wokingham blesses its pets 

All creatures great and small were wel- 
comed to All Saints Church, Wokingham, 
recently for its 19th annual Service of 
Thanksgiving for Creation and the Blessing 
of Animals. The collection was donated to 
the Anglican Society for the Welfare of 
Animals and the Cat's Protection League. 



New opportunities enrich 
learning at Cuddesdon 

The opening of the Oxford Centre for 
Ecclesiology and Practical Theology, within 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon, will enrich the 
learning of students and create opportuni- 
ties to support those in ministry, says the 
centre's director, Dr Helen Cameron. 

The inaugural lecture at the centre, entitled 
'The Communicative Practice of a Humble 
Church' was given by leading theologian, the 
Revd Prof Duncan B Forrester. 
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Comment 

BY THE BISHOP OF 
OXFORD 



Outside the box 



‘Christmas comes but once a year’ - 
usually sometime around October. But it 
gives us a good long time to reflect on 
how we celebrate this great season. 

The latest statistics I have show that in 
that year in Britain we bought 2.5 billion 
Christmas cards, which would have 
stretched nearly 240,000 miles laid end to 
end - nine times round the globe. I bet you 
wanted to know that! 

We also used 370 million stamps and 
85,000 miles of wrapping paper (of which 
our house contributed half, I believe.) In 
one of my studies of British Christmas 
cards I found that of 20 types of 
Christmas cards sold by WH Smith, only 
three had a religious theme. 

On the other hand WH Smith did offer a 
tempting choice of a seasonal computer 
game depicting horrific car crashes or anoth- 
er seasonal book with the enticing title: ‘The 
Encyclopedia of Serial Killers’. So that was 
that year’s present list dealt with, then. 

Relief is at hand though. The Sunday 
Times featured an article in their Style 
magazine which started off: ‘Hooray for 

The Christmas box in our 
west European culture is 
simply full. It's chock full 
of food and fairy lights, of 
parties and presents, of TV 
and worse... 



this time of year, with its hedonism, its 
abandon and its indulgence.’ 

Might we have lost the plot somewhere 
down the line, do you think? Might it be 
time to try something a bit different, even 
a bit more Christian? After all, the Christ- 
child has rather more claim to national 
exposure than Father Christmas, popular 
as our reindeer-ed friend always is. 

Our diocesan campaign this year is based 
on the slogan ‘Christmas - think outside the 
box’ this year. We’d like to ask people to 
look beyond all this beguiling Christmas 
‘hedonism,’ and to try a fresh engagement 
with this most earthy of seasons. 

The Christmas box in our west European 
culture is simply full. It’s chock full of food 
and fairy lights, of parties and presents, of 
TV and worse. Let’s think beyond all that 
and set ourselves one all-important ques- 
tion: ‘How can we in the church think out- 
side the box, so that others will think out- 
side the box, so that the box will be empty 
and earth will be full (of his glory)?’ 

If it isn’t too late to suggest it, I wonder if 
every one of our parishes could try just one 
small thing which thinks outside the box this 
year? Let’s ask for ideas from unlikely fringe 
members (thinking outside the box our- 
selves). Why not line the path to our carol 
services with lanterns from Ikea, or give out 
mulled wine and mince pies to passers by on 
the Saturday before Christmas, or drop a 
candle through every door with ideas for its 
use and a list of service times. 

Let’s commend again this wonderful 
enchanted story to a disenchanted world. 

Why? 

Because He’s worth it. 



X Factor appointments; concerns over Christian fantasy 



The X Factor 

The appointments system in the Church of 
England is now a market-place procedure. It 
is essentially about buying and selling. The 
process has radically changed over a very 
short period of time. It apes a secular model. 

The question is whether it works and whether 
it is serving the Church well. In most Dioceses, 
the Bishops now play a very small directive role 
in the pastoral deployment of clergy. The days 
are past when the Bishop took the initiative in 
suggesting that the clergy in their care move to a 
particular place. The onus for moving has 
passed to the clergy themselves. This raises all 
sorts of practical and pastoral issues, not least 
over-stretched clergy finding the time to engage 
with the process once the post is advertised in 
the press or on the internet. 

CV’s have now become an art form and, 
because the system has become depersonalized, 
so much depends upon them. Some are full of 
platitudes: ‘I take funerals and do parish visit- 
ing’. Others can make the most confident selec- 
tor feel inadequate: ‘Ordained after finishing my 
career as CEO of the multi-national, I complet- 
ed my PhD’. Small phrases that are included or 
omitted in a CV can make or break your chances 
of short-listing. ‘But he has not actually said he 
is an evangelical’. 

The sequential process of seeing one candidate 
at a time has given way to inviting all candidates 
for interview on the same day. The X Factor 
kicks in. The candidates obstacle course usually 



begins the evening before with some kind of 
social gathering with the PCC and significant 
others. It becomes a variation on a beauty con- 
test or Vote by Vol-au-Vent. 

The style and methodology of interviews 
varies. I have been party on more than one occa- 
sion to the ‘When did you last see your father?’ 
situation, with a large table and a single chair 
opposite. Sometimes questioning can be down- 
right aggressive and even amount to bullying. 

What is seriously underestimated is the ‘fall- 
out’ on those who attended interview but were 
not appointed. A great deal of time, physical, 
spiritual and emotional energy is given by can- 
didates to the process of application, visit and 
interview. For weeks, or sometimes months, you 
invest part of yourself in the new job, imagining 
what it would be like to be there. Your wife and 
family also inevitably become involved in the 
hopes and dreams of a new location and a new 
job. Months of existing in this waiting time is 
brought to a sudden end by a phone call. You 
have to adjust immediately to the scenario 
which you hoped you might be leaving behind. 
Many, convinced that God was calling them, 
can be left with deep theological as well as pas- 
toral wounds. 

The life and work of a parish priest is like no 
other. Moving is not just about changing a job 
but a whole way of life and that of your family. 
Your life is your work. Your home is borrowed. 
I remain unconvinced that the system of 
appointing, now prevalent, is theologically justi- 



fiable and pastorally right. 

Rev John Wynburne 

Team Rector of Beaconsfield and Area Dean of 
Amersham 



Assignment Earth: a Christian fantasy? 

In the September issue of ‘The Door’ a book 
called ‘Assignment Earth’ was enthusiastically 
reviewed. There was an article about the author, 
Lynda Rose and the book was being promoted 
by giving away free copies. Lynda Rose, your 
article states, was ‘a deacon and is an ordained 
priest of the Church of England’ - which is a 
reassurance for those who wish to buy a book 
for a 9-12 year old child. 

I bought ‘Assignment Earth’ for a nine year 
old girl but fortunately I read it myself before 
giving it to her. I, and others, am disturbed by 
the content of this book. 

It is not healthy reading for children. There is 
plenty of such stuff in the bookshops but it is not 
advertised as the writing of a priest ordained by 
the Church of England. Is this the sort of materi- 
al ‘the Door’ wants to recommend so cheerfully 
for children to read? There is also in ‘Assignment 
Earth’, particularly in the second half, some very 
strange heavenly mythology upon which I am 
not qualified to comment. 

Eileen Lee 
Ascot 

Full versions of these letters can be found at 
www.oxford.anglican.org/door 






Luke 2:8-32 

There are several words we particularly asso- 
ciate with Christmas: Tinsel, baubles, egg- 
nog, in-laws, over-weight, over-draft, alka 
seltzer. For me, one word that marks and 
makes Christmas is the word ‘glory’. 

Glory is a technical term for when we 
exclaim in awe: ‘oh wow’. 

If Christmas doesn’t produce an ‘Oh 
Wow’- you’ve probably missed the point. 

Glory is a divine word, occurring in the 
bible upwards of 400 times, generally as a 
noun or adjective describing God’s self reveal- 
ing; or as a verb describing our response to 
God’s revelation. The great theologian Karl 
Barth wrote: ‘Glory... is the self revealing sum 
of all divine perfections. It is the fullness of 
God’s deity... the emerging self expressing 
and self manifesting reality of all that God is. 
It is God’s being - his self declaration... his 
out shining.’ Such is Christmas. 

First, Christmas is seeing God’s Glory - an 
angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds 
and the glory of the Lord shone around’ 
Luke 2:9. 

The glory was not the angels - it was a 
glory reflected from God. The angels prox- 



Glimpse of 

imity to God meant they glowed! Glory 
accompanied their mission and message - 
announcing and pointing the shepherds to the 
birth place of eternal God. God’s glory radiated 
from an innocent impotent infant, in an animal 
feeding trough, in a stable, in a backwater of 
the Roman Empire, two millennia ago; as St 
John said, ‘We have beheld his glory - the glory 
of the only begotten son of God’ (John 1:11). 

Even as humans approaching the Sun 
would be incinerated, so God’s unveiled 
glory is dangerous to sinful man. The only 
way for that glory to be shown and known 
was by incarnation, glory en-fleshed - God 
and blood wed in virgin’s womb. Thus, the 
Incarnation is glory’s condescension - God 
stoops to our level, laid in a trough. The 
Incarnation is glory’s contraction - the Lord 
of the universe, a dependent infant. The 
Incarnation is glory’s conjunction - not 
merely with us, but one with us. 

Secondly, Christmas is receiving God’s 
Glory. 

On the eighth day when Jesus is taken to 
be circumcised, Simeon took the child in his 
arms and praised God saying - ‘now let your 
servant depart in peace... my eyes have seen 



Glory 

your salvation... a light for Gentiles and glory 
for your people Israel.’ Luke 2:32f. 

Humankind, created in the image of God 
for intimacy with God, through rebellion fell 
from that image, intimacy and glory. And 
ever since deep in the heart of man has been 
a longing for glory - sought in beauty or 
belongings, achievement or enjoyment. All 
tarnish like last year’s tinsel. 

In the 1970’s movie ‘Waterloo’ - Napoleon 
is carried off the battle field exhausted. He 
enquires of his aide, ‘after I’m dead what do 
you think the world will say of me?’ The aide 
replied, ‘that you extended the limits of glory’. 
Christmas is about Jesus extending the limits 
of glory - revealing God’s glory and restoring 
us to our former. St Paul says: ‘we who, with 
unveiled faces all beholding the Lord’s glory, 
are being transformed into his likeness, with 
ever increasing glory, which comes from the 
Lord, the Spirit’ 2 Corinthians 3:18. 

Let us behold the Glory of God, wed with 
blood in virgin’s womb, laid in a manger, 
given to the world. That is glorious, that is 
Christmas: Oh Wow! 

Simon Ponsonby is Pastor of Theology at St 
A I dates, Oxford 



Comings and Goings 

Revd Helen Azer, Curate at Oxford St Aldate’s, Oxford to be Assistant Curate at St Michael’s Cumnor; Revd Jonathan Beswick, Rector, Catsfield 
& Crowhurst, Chichester Diocese to be Priest in Charge of Oxford St Barnabas and St Paul; Revd Richard Cowles, Team Vicar in the Wheatley 
Team Ministry with responsibility for the parishes of Cuddesdon, Garsington & Horspath in Aston and Cuddesdon Deanery to be Vicar of Bray with 
Braywood; Revd Nigel Jones, Team Vicar, St Augustine’s Church, Dunstable Team Ministry to be Vicar of St Andrew’s Caversham; Revd Rohama 
Karam, is given permission to officiate in the Dorchester area; Revd Geoffrey Maughan, Priest in Charge, St Michael, Cumnor to be Vicar of 
Cumnor, Abingdon; Revd Stephen Painting, Assistant Curate, Heanton Punchardon w Marwod to be Team Vicar in the Beaconsfield Team 
Ministry; Revd David Picken, Team Rector, High Wycombe Team Ministry to be also Area Dean of Wycombe; Revd Eleanor Ranee, Staff 
Chaplain, RAF Benson has resigned; Revd Michael Reeves is given permission to officiate in the Dorchester area; Revd Rosamunde Roberts, 
Assistant Curate, Fleet to be Priest in Charge and Vicar Designate of Lenborough; Revd Canon Theresa Scott, Rector Burchetts Green and Area 
Dean of Maidenhead & Windsor to be Team Rector of Bicester with Bucknell, Caversfield and Launton; Revd John Staples, Rector, Pangboume 
with Tidmarsh and Sulham, Bradfield Deanery has retired; Revd Hugh Wakeling Associate Priest of California St Mary & St John, Sonning 
Deanery is given permission to officiate in the Reading area. Our thoughts are with the family and friends of Revd Jack Whittaker, Revd Peter 
Akehurst, and the Revd Tony Knox, all clergy in the Oxford Diocese, who have died. 
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Pictured from 
left to right are: 
Back Row 

1. Martin French 

2. John 
Scholefield 

3. Lucy Betts 

4. Katie Urban 

5. Derek Martin 

Front R ow 

6. Sandra Cosby 

7. Gail Cole 

Photography by 
Frank Blackwell 





“it’s not only my job 
but my passion too" 

IAN WAINWRIGHT, ECCLESIASTICAL GROUP CHIEF SURVEYOR 
AND STAINED GLASS ENTHUSIAST 



■ . 



For over 100 years Ecclesiastical has been 
passionate about providing first class 
church insurance. This enthusiasm is 
born of the experience and expertise 
of people like Ian. That’s why over 87% 
of our customers are either very or 
extremely satisfied with our service*. 



But that’s not all we do. We use our 
expertise to provide a wide range of 
financial and insurance products and 
services including home, wedding 
and travel insurance. We’re equally 
passionate about saving and investing 
for your future, protecting you and 
your family and retirement planning. 



mm. 



To find out more about our products and services call 



0845 777 3322 



email information@eigmail.com 
visit www.ecclesiastical.com 



Home insurance ■ Wedding insurance ■ Travel insurance ■ Savings & Investments ■ Life Assurance & Protection ■ Retirement planning 
Mortgages ■ Church insurance ■ Church hall insurance ■ Charity insurance 

‘Based on our 2006 church insured satisfaction survey, of those who responded. 



New licensed lay 
ministers start in 
the Diocese 

AT a packed LLM Annual Service in the Cathedral on Saturday 3 
November Bishop John admitted seven new people as Readers in the 
Church of England and Licensed Lay Ministers in the Diocese of Oxford. 

Also at the service over 60 LLMs renewed their commitment to their 
ministry, and Bishop John welcomed seven experienced Readers who 
have moved into this Diocese from elsewhere during the last year. 

For an introduction to our new LLMs, read on: 

Lucy Betts 

I shall be ministering in Wheatley at St Mary's Church. My passion is 
for community work and being an LLM will enable me to be a more 
effective link between the church and the community. I am expecting 
twins in December so will be very busy in the coming year! 

Gail Cole 

I am a mother of three children, Anthony, Jaqueline and Stephen and 
Grandma to Samuel and Grace. 

I shall be Licensed to the Benefice of Ramsden, Finstock and Fawler, 
Leafield with Wychwood and Wilcote. 

Now I begin a journey that God has called me to, with an humble and 
prayerful heart - in the words of my favourite hymn 'Just as I am with- 
out one plea, 0 lamb of God I come'. 

Sandra Cosby 

I am originally from Belfast and am married to Jim, have two daughters 
and an energetic 4 year old granddaughter and I currently live in the vil- 
lage of Padbury which is in North Buckinghamshire. 

Throughout my training, it has been God's grace and the overwhelming 
support and encouragement from my family, friends and colleagues that 
has kept me going. 

I am looking forward to what God has in store for me as I minister 
alongside the people of St Peter and St Paul's, Buckingham, the village 
Churches of the Buckingham Benefice and also the wider Church. 

Martin French 

In recent years I have been working with children, young people and 
their families - both in the community across Oxfordshire and in 
Cumnor parish where I live. 

Within the parish I expect to continue being involved in leading wor- 
ship, preaching, teaching children in Sunday school and also to begin 
working as a member of our newly-formed pastoral care team. I would 
also like to explore new ways of creating church for children within our 
parish. Elsewhere I plan to continue running an After School Club for 
children in North Oxford where there is a particular need for support. I 
aim too to spend more time with my wife, and with our own children and 
grandchildren, as well as escape to go bird-watching occasionally! 

Katie Urban 

I am married to Henryk, we have two children, Jessica and Douglas. I 
will be serving the Lord in the parish of Binfield where I have been wor- 
shipping and training for the last two years. I feel very blessed to be 
serving the Lord in this ministry and look forward to the challenges He 
sets out before me. 

Derek Martin 

I am married to Ruth and have a 13 year old daughter Ros, and we live 
in Milton Keynes. 

During my training I have had the privilege of being a member of the 
ministry team in the Watling Valley Ecumenical Partnership, which cov- 
ers the rapidly-growing western area of Milton Keynes. This part of the 
city includes many new communities as well as some of the original vil- 
lages, so an important challenge for our churches is to make connections 
with people as they move into the area. I am looking forward to continu- 
ing and developing my ministry in this part of Milton Keynes, working 
alongside ordained and lay ministers from the Anglican, Methodist, 
United Reformed and Baptist churches. 

John Scholefield 

I have trained within the Benefice of Long Crendon with Chearsley and 
Nether Winchendon, spending most of my time with, and receiving great 
support from, the congregation of St Nicholas, Chearsley. I look 
forward to being able to continue serving the church in Chearsley in the 
years to come. 

As you can see from these peoples 7 stories, LLMs have very varied 
and exciting ministries that are matched with their gifts. They are 
trained people who are theologically articulate, spiritually mature 
and ministerially skilled and who can minister in many contexts both 
coliaboratively and independently. 

Might this ministry be for you?To find out more contact the Revd 
Joanna Coney Diocesan LLM Adviser on 01865 556456 and/or go to the 
LLM page on the Diocesan website www.oxford.anglican.org 
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Fairtrade 



Church report calls for 
genuine fairtrade mark 
for British food 




Church report asks consumers to think carefully about the impact of their food choices 



bv Rebecca Pavelev 

FARMERS livelihoods are being put at 
risk by consumers’ desire for cheap 
food and the buying power of big 
supermarkets, a Church of England 
report has found. 

The report, Fairtrade begins at 
home: Supermarkets and the effect on 
British farming livelihoods was sub- 
mitted to the Competition 
Commission by the Church’s ethical 
advisory group. 

It identifies a number of pernicious 
practices which the consumer is large- 
ly unaware of which are squeezing 
farm-gate prices. 

These include: 

• products labelled as British but 
often only processed or packaged 
here, and obscuring the country of ori- 
gin of the primary ingredients; 

• flexible contract terms that seldom 
work to the advantage of the farmer; 

• flexible payment terms subject to 
arbitrary change that often increase 
farmers costs or cause financial loss; 

• facilitation payments, deductions 
and a range of financial inducements 
paid to the retailer or processor at the 
farmer’s expense; 

• little evidence that retailers share 
the benefits of promotions with farm- 
ers, and much evidence that farmers 
bear the costs. 

The report looks particularly at the 
dairy industry and notes that price 
competition among retailers has led 
to a significant reduction in the num- 
ber of dairy herds, placing many of 



those left at the margins of economic 
viability, though it does recognise 
there have been some positive signs of 
change recently. 

Anne Hartley, a farmer and 
ordained local minister in the deanery 
of Chipping Norton, said: ‘The report 
has been welcomed by farmers who 
are trying to produce what the con- 
sumer wants at a fair price. 

‘Farmers recognise that consumers 
want high standards of animal welfare 
and food safety but these standards 
come at a price. Having locked into a 
higher cost system, farmers need more 
stability and assurance that their prod- 
uct will be bought by retailers at a 
price that covers their costs. In many 
cases in livestock farming this is not 
what is happening at the moment. 

‘Contracts with Supermarkets 
squeeze farm gate prices leaving farm- 



ers with little profit and sometimes 
losses. 

‘Confidence in the farming industry 
is low and investment for the future 
depends on realistic expectations on 
the part of retailers and consumers.’ 

The diocese of Oxford recently passed 
a motion recognising the dire circum- 
stances many farmers face, and asking 
churches to pledge to buy only local pro- 
duce and services to help the industry. 

The report calls for an independent 
ombudsman to oversee supermarkets 
buying practices and ask for a debate 
around a genuine fairtrade ‘mark’ for 
British food, which is reared, grown, 
produced and processed here. 

Consumers should also do their bit 
and question the impact on farmers of 
the very low prices of some food on 
offer in supermarkets, particularly 
two for one offers and other ‘deals’. 



Readers prayers for 
farmers near and far 

The Door asked readers to send in their prayers for farmers near and far 
- and the best would win one of organic producer Doves Farm selection 
packs of fairtrade goods. 

Doves Farm are based in the diocese, near Hungerford, and produce a 
range of organic flours and flapjacks from their family run farm. We had 
dozens of entries but could only choose five winners: their entries are 
reprinted in full on our website www.oxford.anglican.org. 

The winners are Mary Mullett, High Wycombe, Audrey Upshall, High 
Wycombe, Trina Wilcock, Banbury, E Gillingham, Seer Green, Ruth 
Mann, Milton Keynes. 

Below are two of the winning entries: 

Dear God, I'm a child from Africa and need rice to live. 

Please send the rain to grow our grain, as I've no money to give. 

I'm a farmer in Russia. My people need bread. 

Lord, within our land of cold and snow, let the sun show its head. 

As crows fly through England, our scarecrows stand firm. 

Now we scatter all our seed, until crops ripen in turn. 

So Jesus, please reap your love far across the world. 

Banish famine all around us as our harvest is unfurled. 

Mary Mullett, 

High Wycombe. 

Lord God, we pray for those who farm all round the world. Be with 
them as they farm their crops, give them rain and sun in due season, 
that their crops may grow well and give good yield, that all may be fed. 
Be with those who farm animals, help them care for them, and keep 
them free from disease. 

Give us grace to use our food supplies, sensibly and without waste, 
remembering that others may not have enough to live on, help us to be 
generous towards all who are less blessed than we are. 

We ask this prayer in the name of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Audrey Upshall 
High Wycombe 

Climate change - what we can do 

Climate change has already begun to affect countries around the globe, 
with particularly devastating impacts on some of the world's poorest 
peoples. To look at what is happening, and what we can do in response, 
the World Development Group has organised a panel discussion at St 
Michaels, Warfield (nr Bracknell) on 11 December , 7:30 pm. 

Speakers include the Revd Prof Ian James, climate scientist and dioce- 
san environmental officer and Paul Valentin, International Director of 
Christian Aid. And if you miss this event, don't worry. Plans are being 
made for a major diocesan climate change event next Spring. Watch 
this space . . . and prepare to get involved! 



MU project in Zimbabwe inspires 
hope and prayer 



LIFE in Zimbabwe is not easy these 
days. Inflation runs at between 
1000% and 2000% per year; food, 
fuel, work and almost everything else 
is scarce; and, as many people have 
left the country, families are scattered. 
Amongst the worst hit areas is the 
diocese of Matabeleland. 

In the diocese the Mothers’ Union 
is still one of the largest lay organisa- 
tions which struggles to support the 
life of the Church, to help the women 
on whom fall the main pressures of 
holding the home together, caring for 
the children and the old people, nurs- 
ing victims of HIV/AIDS and in gen- 
eral loving their neighbour. 

In 1992, when life was ‘normal’, 
the MU set up a project to use local- 
ly produced material to make ‘small 
linens’ as a way of funding some of 
the exciting work that was develop- 
ing in the branches across the dio- 
cese. Using members’ sewing skills 
thousands of purificators, corpo- 



rals, lavabo towels and palls have 
been stitched in members’ homes, 
brought to diocesan HQ and sent to 
the UK for sale. All the proceeds 
are returned to the Diocesan MU 



In Britain and elsewhere 
there are many churches, 
Cathedrals, Hospitals, 
Prisons and Schools where 
at every Eucharist, 
Matabeleland Church 
Linens and the prayer of 
the people bring the work 
of the MU in Zimbabwe to 
the throne of Christ 



and much has been used as ‘seed 
corn’ for new projects. 

Today, in spite of the immense diffi- 



culties faced, the sewing continues. 
With the sewing goes prayer for the 
ministry that it supports. One of the 
difficulties, when the postal service is in 
shambles, is how to get the linens out 
to Britain, but MU resourcefulness has 
so far managed to overcome this. In 
Britain and elsewhere there are many 
churches, Cathedrals, Hospitals, 
Prisons and Schools where at every 
Eucharist, Matabeleland Church 
Linens and the prayer of the people 
bring the work of the MU in 
Zimbabwe to the throne of Christ, as it 
seeks to share the gospel of his love and 
serve his people in a time of great need. 

For details of Matabeleland 
Church Linens send an s.a.e. to: 7 

The Daedings, Deddington, Banbury 
0X15 ORT or contact Canon Hugh 
Marshall on 01869 337761 or 
hughm@fish.co.uk 
This article first appeared in the 
diocesan MU publication, Focus and is 
reprinted with their kind permission. 
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CHRISTMAS MARKET 

IN AID OF THE 
OXFORD GATEHOUSE 

UNIVERSITY CHURCH, HIGH 
STREET, OXFORD 

SATURDAY 8TH DECEMBER 
1 1AM-3PM 

Christmas gifts & cards, jewellery 
children s toys and clothes 
Second hand books, raffle, bric-a-brac 
Teas &: home produce 

Children s entertainment, live music and carols 
Admission Free 

smvbazaar@gmail.com 01865 279111 
University-church.ox.ac.uk 
www.oxfordgatehouse.org 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 





We are a Ctmsimn .practice- based m 
Oxfordshire specialising in Church projects 
nationwide. 

We are recruiting Architects. Architectural 
Technicians and Building Services 
Engineers. 

See our website for details: www.pks. oo.uk 



The Randolph-Macon 
College 
Concert Choir 



from Ashland, Virginia, USA 



PERFORMING AN AFTERNOON 
RECITAL AT 

CHRIST CHURCH, OXFORD 
WEDNESDAY, 23RD J ANUARY - 3.00 PM 

The Randolph-Macon College Concert Choir is 
the premier performing ensemble of the College, 
and is comprised of students of numerous 
majors. Students in the choir are also active 
participants in all areas of college life , including 
athletics, fraternities and sororities, and student 
government . Performances in recent 
seasons have included highlights such as the 
Duke Chapel in Raleigh North Carolina and the 
Washington National Cathedral . 

The choir is under the direction of 
Dr. Christopher O. Ryder. 

FREE ADMISSION - ALL WELCOME 



Feature 



W HAT does Christmas mean for you? The festive season, at its 
best, signals new life, joy and hope for the future. But for chil- 
dren with life-limiting illnesses, and their families, this is one 
of the hardest times of the year; a time when the reality of their own 
future is brought painfully into sharp focus and it can seem that no-one 
really understands. But at Helen and Douglas House in Oxford, people do 
understand. And it is here, for the last 25 years, that families have found 
peace, even in their darkest hours. Sally Jarman reports. 



‘I don’t like the word ‘merry’,’ frowns Sister 
Frances Dominica, founder and trustee of 
Helen House children’s hospice, and later 
Douglas House for young adults. ‘It’s used 
everywhere at Christmas and yet, for many 
people, it is such an inappropriate word for 
what they are experiencing.’ 

Which is not to say that the Christmas 
atmosphere at the two houses is grey and som- 
bre. Far from it. As always the surroundings in 
this tucked-away haven in central Oxford are 
warm, colourful, lively and welcoming. 

Children help to put up the Christmas dec- 
orations, activity rooms are awash with glitter 
and glue, local singing and acting groups put 
on performances, and the carol service and 
Santa’s Grotto are ever popular. The profes- 
sional care teams and volunteers work hard to 
provide comfort and happiness for their 
guests, with home-from-home comforts and 
unswerving support. 

But what they aim to provide, above all, 
says Sister Frances, and what is most valued 
by the families who visit, is the chance to stop 
pretending. The freedom to say how they real- 
ly feel, be how they want to be, and to know 
that everyone understands and that they are 
not, after all, alone. 

This ethos is true of Helen and Douglas 
House throughout the year, but it is especially 
poignant at Christmas. In few other places 
will you find laughter and tragedy occurring 
simultaneously within corridors of each other. 
Here, it is a constant possibility. 

For Louise and Leighton Scarlett and 
daughter Elisha, Christmas two years ago 
meant the loss of their precious one-year-old 
boy, Courtney, who had been born with an 
enlarged heart and suffered constant illness. 
Through the festive period Courtney lay in 
the special ‘Little Room’ at Helen House until 




'I think all that any of us 
can do, faced with such 
suffering, is to stand 
alongside as friends and 
companions and hopefully 
share and ease the burden a 
little, and help make the 
most of whatever time a 
child has got/ 

Sister Frances Dominica 



his funeral, surrounded by his toys and visited 
often by his family. 

Despite their desolation his parents said 
the festivities just down the corridor were 
comforting to hear, knowing life went on 
but that there was no pressure to join in 
and put on a brave face. They were grateful 




A Christmas fun run is planned to raise money for the hospices through the centre of Oxford on 
2 December. Photo courtesy of Oswestry Advertiser and Hope House. Above: carol singing at a 
Tesco store for Helen House, photo Oxford Mail. 



for the ‘cocooning’ love of Helen House 
that let them say goodbye to Courtney in 
their own way and time, and supported 
them both practically and emotionally. 

After a quarter of a century caring for ter- 
minally-ill children, Sister Frances says it 
never gets any easier to see a child robbed of 
the innocence, hope and expectancy that is 
their right. 

‘I think if I’m asked how God could let this 
happen I probably have fewer answers now 
than I had 20 years ago. I can’t reason for my 
faith or put it into words. It’s not an intellec- 
tual thing, it’s in the seat of my being, a sure 
rock to cling to. I think all that any of us can 
do, faced with such suffering, is to stand 
alongside as friends and companions and 
hopefully share and ease the burden a little, 
and help make the most of whatever time a 
child has got.’ 

It is the ethos of Helen and Douglas House, 
now followed in children’s hospices around 
the world, that though a life may not be long 
it can still be lived deeply. 

The years after diagnosis for a life-limiting 
illness are a physically and emotionally 
exhausting roller-coaster ride for the entire 
family. So a major role of the hospice is 
respite care, enriching the lives of those who 
are ill, and their families, and offering parents 
and siblings a vital break from the punishing- 
ly lonely routine of 24-hour caring, 365 days 
a year. 

Jane and Steve Green and their daughter, 
Emily, visited Helen House many times. Their 
daughter was diagnosed as having a rare, 
regressive and terminal condition. 

Helen said: ‘Even though our daughter died 
12 years ago now, we still keep in touch with 
Helen House, and attend the remembrance 
service when all the Helen House children are 
remembered.... We had some wonderful times 
there, some good laughs, and made some last- 
ing friends. It allowed us to relax, be ourselves 
for a few days, get some sleep and generally 
be fussed over. Our other daughter loved 
going there -- the Art and Craft room was like 
Aladdin’s Cave to her! 

‘In going to Helen House we met other chil- 
dren and families in the same situation - an 
invaluable experience. You learn so much 
from each other. 

‘For families like us, life would have been 
much harder, if not impossible at times, with- 
out Helen House.’ 

Families might come in together and stay in 
one of the flats. As well as help with medical 
care and facilities such as therapy, massage, 
sensory rooms and a Jacuzzi, these stays are 
usually a hit with siblings too, as this sister 
testifies: ‘There is a carer who spoils him [my 
brother] rotten, they do anything he wants 
(which is usually to be massaged, hugged and 
kissed). We also have a wonderful play-helper 
who sets us activities, arts and crafts, dressing 
up and sometimes we get to go on outings 
which are FAB! We get to do fashion shows 
and dance routines and we put on little shows 
for all the staff and special children. They love 
it! And so do we!’ 

Children may also visit alone. For the 
teenagers at Douglas House this new-found 
freedom also fulfils a vital need for independ- 
ence that their condition has otherwise denied 
them, whether it’s making use of the very 
plush bar, or partying the night away at the 
New Year’s Eve bash. 

But back now to Christmas, and Helen and 
Douglas House also extends a warm welcome 
to previously bereaved families who often pop 
in, or attend the annual remembrance service 
in the nearby Wesley Memorial Hall. 

Chaplain Mark Birch leads the service. He 
says people welcome the opportunity to gath- 
er with others who have shared their experi- 
ence, and to feel free to acknowledge their 
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Dorvt be alone another weekend 

Call NEW DAY INTRODUCTIONS 

imimfmttmm <zx 

www.marrlageintroductions.co.uk 
Hundreds have married through New Day Introductions 



Contact James on 07949 901029 or 
01235 833378 or visit us at 
www.jhartcatering.co.uk 



GOOD NEWS CRUSADE 

FAMILY CAMP 



An event for everyone - of all ages’ 

Taunton Racecourse Somerset 
2nd-9th August 2008 

Contact Anne on 01726 70244 

Discounts available if booking 
before 1st July 



sense of loss and grief which 
Jd family can find upsetting, or to 
wider world can seem ambiva- 
that, he says, it is a lively and 
lervice, with the chance for a chat 



later over tea and mince pies. 

So as staff and volunteers dig out the tin- 
sel and wrap the presents in preparation for 
another Christmas at Helen and Douglas 
House this year, they will also be concen- 



'People welcome the 
opportunity to gath.er with 
others who have shared 
their experience, and to feel 
free to acknowledge their 
continuing sense of loss 
and grief which friends and 
family can find upsetting 7 
Mark Birch 



House Christmas tree. 



trating on another important gift for the 
families that will seek them out - that all 
important chance to drop the pretence and 
be themselves. 

Sister Frances says: ‘In the very midst of 
such suffering, each moment is a gift... In 
the immortal words of Kahlil Gibran: ‘The 
deeper that sorrow carves into your being, 
the more joy you can contain’. These are 
not pious aspirations. We are privileged to 
see them re-enacted day-by-day.’ Especially 
at Christmas. 



A year in the life of the hospice 

2007 has been a year of celebration for Helen and Douglas House. 
Founded by Anglican nun, Sister Frances Dominica OBE 25 years 
ago, it was the first children’s hospice in the world, and has pio- 
neered the model of care for children with life-shortening illnesses 
and their families. 

It has been a busy year for the hospice, with visits from new 
patron, HRH the Duchess of Cornwall, and the Emperor and 
Empress of Japan and the creation of an anniversary sensory gar- 
den, as well as being the subject of an eight-part BBC documentary 
series. The new venture into the opening of High Street shops has 
been a great success with four up and running and another three on 
the way. 

A 25th anniversary Service of Thanksgiving at Christ Church 
Cathedral was led by the Archbishop of Canterbury and attended by 
more than 800 families and supporters. 

But the essential work of the hospice goes on regardless. It costs 
£4m a year to run both Helen House and Douglas House. 

There is still time to offer your support for the two-mile Santa Fun 
Run through the centre of Oxford and University Parks on 2 
December. For an entry pack contact Fiona on 01865 799150 or 
email.fevans@helenanddouglas.org.uk 

A special anniversary book ‘Behind the Big Red Door’ (£12) 
features stories, photographs, poems and drawings by families 
celebrating the lives of their children and their link with Helen 
House. Or for a stocking filler ‘Seriously Funny’ (£2.50) is a 
pocket-sized book of rib-tickling jokes by children at Helen and 
Douglas House. To win a copy of this joke book, see our com- 
petition on the back page of the DOOR. 

These and lots more gifts, including gifts of care such as an hour of 
oxygen or a Jacuzzi session, are available from the 
website www.helenanddouglas.org.uk or from the charity’s shops. 



Partis 

College 

Individual accommodation for 
Anglican women within a 
charming setting on the 
outskirts of Bath. 

Applicants must be over 50 years. 

For application form please contact 

Jill Harman, 1 Partis College, 
Newbridge Hill, Bath BA1 3QD 

Tel: 01225 421532 
Email: partiscoll@aol.com 
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J.Hart Catering 

Outside caterers for all events from 
champagne receptions to romantic 
meals in your own home or wakes. 
Everything served to your 
specifications, reliable and 
fully trained staff. 
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Restoration Specialist 
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www3rdniilleniumartist.co.uk 
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Top Ten Books for Christmas 



With branches across Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire, reli- 
gious bookseller St Andrew’s is well 
placed to tell us about the best selling 
books in our Diocese this Christmas. 
Here are their hot favourites to be in lots 
of stockings on Christmas morning: 

1. Velvet Elvis. Author Rob Bell says: ‘This 
book is for those who need a fresh take on 
Jesus and what it means for us to live the 
kind of life he teaches us to live.’ Zondervan 
Publishing. St Andrew’s price: £7.19. 

2. Teenagers! What Every Parent Has to 
Know. Rob Parsons is a lawyer, father 
and a popular and insightful speaker on 
family issues. He is the author of the 
successful Sixty Minute series of books. 
Here he turns his attention to adoles- 
cence - a difficult period of life for 
everyone in a family! Published by 
Hodder Headline. £6.39. 

3. Just Walk Across the Room. ‘The 
highest value in personal evangelism is 
co-operating with the Spirit,’ says author 
Bill Hybels: ‘This means playing only the 
role you’re meant to play - walking 
when the Spirit says to walk, talking 
when he says to talk, and falling silent 



when he suggests that you’ve said 
enough.’ Zondervan Publishing. £7.19 

4. Secret Believers: What happens when 
Muslims turn to Christ? By Brother 
Andrew/ A1 Jansen. Most of this book is 
written as a thrilling novel, tracing the 
intertwined lives of a small group of 
believers in an unnamed Islamic country. 
But, as the book progresses it emerges 
that the stories are all based on the actu- 
al experiences of real people that 
Andrew meets on a regular basis. 
Published by Hodder Headline. £7.99 

5. Totally Forgiving Ourselves. A sequel 
to author R T Kendall’s best-selling book 
‘Total Forgiveness’ which looked at how 
to forgive others. Here Kendall tells us 
why it is equally important that we learn 
to forgive ourselves. Published by 
Hodder Headline. £7.99. 

6. The Heavenly Man. By Paul 
Hattaway. An intensely dramatic autobi- 
ography by of one of China’s house 
church leaders, challenging any compla- 
cency about the situation in China. 
Published by Lion Hudson. £7.19. 

7. What’s so Amazing about Grace? Hot 



on the heels of his bestselling ‘The Jesus 
I Never Knew’, here Philip Yancey deliv- 
ers an insightful exploration of grace, the 
most powerful force in the universe and 
our only hope for love and forgiveness. 
Now available in paperback. Zondervan 
Publishing. £7.19. 

When The Game is Over It All Goes 
Back In The Box. Using popular games 
as a metaphor for our temporal lives, 
John Ortberg neatly sorts out what’s 
fleeting and what’s permanent in God’s 
Kingdom. Zondervan Publishing. £7.19. 

9 Facing Your Giants, by Max Lucado. 
With 40 million books in print, Lucado 
draws readers here with his focus on the 
life of the Old Testament hero, David. 
Published by Word Publishing. £7.99 

10. Prayer: Does it make any Difference? 
By Philip Yancey. A second entry in the 
top 10 for this popular multi-award-win- 
ning spirituality author. His quest here 
is to unravel the mysteries of prayer 
which he does as a fellow traveller, ques- 
tioning, challenging, lamenting the unex- 
plainable and rejoicing in the discovery 
of awesome insights. Published by 
Hodder Headline. £7.99. 



Exploring the continuing changes 
in church architecture 



Bv the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher 
Bishop Of Dorchester 

DEVOTEES of ‘the Archers’ will know 
that all is not sweetness and light on St 
Stephen’s PCC at the moment. The 
Vicar’s plans for reordering - including 
removing the pews - is the centre of 
quite a heated debate with arguments 
flowing in every direction. What a pity, 
on all sides, that they have not taken 
the opportunity to read Roy Strong’s 
new book. 

Whilst some of them might take issue 
with his main thesis (viz that church 
buildings should return to their medieval 
roots and be developed for wider com- 
munity use rather than reserved for 
exclusive religious ones), all of them 



would benefit from a fresh understanding 
of how church architecture, both internal 
and external, has changed in response to 
the different theological, social and cul- 
tural perspectives of each generation. 

Pulpits, wall paintings, stained glass, 
monuments, side chapels, altars, screens, 
pews - all have been in favour at one 
time and out of favour at another, and 
each chapter explains what was happen- 
ing at a particular period, and why it 
was. Further changes he therefore sees as 
very much within this continuing pat- 
tern. The major weakness of the book, 
and the greatest challenge to any 
Advisory Body, is that he never really 
tackles the question of how to approach 
buildings that are ‘all of a piece’. 

St Stephen’s, with its Saxon, late 



Norman, Early English and 
Perpendicular features, will, I suspect, 
present far less of a challenge than a 
Victorian ‘gem’ or a medieval church 
that was substantially altered at the 
Reformation and has remained 
unchanged since then - but we shall 
have to wait to hear the result of their 
faculty application if, that is, they ever 
get that far. 

A LITTLE HISTORY OF 
THE ENGLISH COUN- 
TRY CHURCH 

ROY STRONG 

JONATHAN CAPE 
£16.99 
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Win a Dave 
Walker calendar 

CHRISTIAN cartoonist Dave Walker has 
been making us laugh for many years in 
the DOOR and other publications with his 
gentle humour about the everyday inci- 
dents of church life. 

We are delighted to have five copies of 
Dave's 2008 'Guide to the Church' calen- 
dar to give away, courtesy of publishers 
SCM Canterbury Press. 

Send your name and address to 
Calendar Draw, the DOOR, Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB by January 10 and the 
winners will be the first five picked at 
random. 



On DVD 

When I sat down with my two children, aged 8 and 12, to 
watch A Bridge toTerabithia, we had no idea what to 
expect. Little did we know what a treat was in store. 

From the opening credits each of us was immediately 
drawn into the lonely world of country boy Jess (Josh 
Hutcherson), whose only escape from the trials of home 
and school life is to pour out his unspoken emotions onto 
the pages of his sketch pad. 

With the arrival of new girl and fellow odd-one-out, 

Leslie (Annasophia Robb), life finally begins to look up for 
Jess. And what follows is a touching and honest exploration 
of the difficult journey through adolescence and the power 
of true friendship. 

Blessed with a vivid imagination and a sense of adven- 
ture, Leslie invites Jess to join her in creating the magical 
world of Terabithia, filled with giants, ogres and other fan- 
tastical creatures of which they are the self-professed 
rulers. 

And as they learn how to manage their kingdom, both for 
the first time feeling truly valued for who they are, so their 
strength and confidence in themselves grows, spilling over 
into, and improving their real lives in’ways they had never 
dreamed possible. 

Produced by Walden Media, of Narnia fame, and directed 
by Gabo Csupo (Rugrats) fans of mystical special effects 
will not go unsatisfied. But, like the characters, the audi- 
ence is judged clever enough to understand that this won- 
derful kingdom is not real, while relishing the freedom from 
boundaries that its creation offers. So the battered old tree 
house is just that - except in our minds. 

This, for me, was the joy of the film; the simple, insightful 
honesty and poignancy of emotion which will, I think, whisk 
a lot of adults straight back to their youth. 

Based on the 30-year-old novel by award-winning author 
Katherine Paterson, this is a bittersweet tale, with a large 
dose of sadness thrown in for good measure. 

But ultimately it is an uplifting and thought-provoking 
film. As we turned off the DVD each of us had something 
to say about it, which doesn't always happen, and each had 
enjoyed the story for different reasons. For us it was one 
of those rarities - a true family film. 

Sally Jarman 

The DOOR has 5 copies of Bridge to Terabithia to give 
away - write to DVD competition , The DOOR, Diocesan 
Church House , North Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 ON B by 
1 0 January. The winners wilt be drawn at random. 



An inspirational tale of a life 
spent fighting for a fairer world 

Amazing Grace is one of those films you just don't want to 
miss. There are few films that leave me feeling inspired and 
wanting more to know more; this was one of them. 

The story of William Wilberforce and his campaign 
against the slave trade, the film undoubtedly put a decidedly 
romantic gloss on affairs, particularly (no doubt inevitably) 
in the romance with his wife-to-be, Barbara. Wilberforce in 
real life is described as rather small and sickly - I'm not sure 
actor loan Gruffudd would welcome that description! And 
the film's title, taken from the Isaac Newton hymn that is 
sung during the film, didn't actually gain the tune until years 
after. But these and other inaccuracies are minor, and didn't 
spoil my enjoyment of the film which deserves to be celebrat- 
ed and enjoyed in its own right. I knew little of Wilberforce's 
personal history, and particularly his links with William Pitt 
(I need now to go off and read William Hague's apparently 
excellent biography), his links with Newton, or his evangeli- 
calism. 

But what inspired most was simply the story of an inspired 
man; one who spent most of his life pursuing a single goal, 
not being put off by the frequent failures and ridicule. It 
reminds us of the importance of never giving up the fight for 
a just and humane world. 

There are some excellent performances, particularly by 
Michael Gambon as Lord Fox and Albert Finney as Isaac 
Newton, who is haunted by his past as a slave ship captain. 
One of the few films that inspires you to turn back to the his- 
tory book. 

Rebecca Pave ley 
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Worm view of Christmas 






REMEMBER BETHLEHEM 
BY DRINKING ITS 



WINE 



STAR OF BETHLEHEM 

Cabernet Sauvignon 
full-bodied dry red 



DAVID’S TOWER 

light, dry red 



CHARDONNAY 

dry white 












MESSA 

medium sweet white, 



holysocks.co.uk 

faith on your feet 

Holy Socks 
Biblical Brollies 
Glory Golf Balls 

IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

secure online shopping 

www.holysocks.co.uk 
01671 40 40 43 



Christmas is one of the major 
festivals celebrated around the world 
and just a quick look on the web 
brings up a whole lot of interesting 
details. 

Did you know for example that not all countries celebrate 
Christmas on 25th December? Our European neighbour, 
Austria is one of the first to start on 6th December. 

As can be expected from a country that was the birth- 
place of many of our favourite carols, the celebrations are 
very musical. Belgium also celebrates on 6th as well as 
25th. The earlier celebration is dedicated to Saint 
Nicholas. Most places in the world celebrate with gifts and 
decorations and traditional meals. In Ghana the prepara- 
tions can begin months before Christmas Day itself, which 
like ours falls on December 25th. People’s homes, vehi- 
cles, schools and even complete neighbourhoods are 
dressed with 

decorations and lights. Families will try and meet up at 
the family home by Christmas Eve for a church service, 
which can be followed by processions in the streets with 
bands and dancing. 

In Denmark, the celebrations apparently start on 25th 
December with special 
Christmas lunches on the 
twelve following days and in 
nearby Latvia, gifts are given 
out on the twelve days of 
Christmas! 

Germany seems to celebrate 
Advent with 

decorations, candles and 
nativity scenes playing an 
important part. Russia is one 
of the last to join in the cele- 
brations on 6th January this 
is in common with the Greek 
Orthodox celebrations, which 
begin on 7th. 

There are so many differ- 



fine wines produced by the Salesians: 
supporting their work with young people 

to order wines from Bethlehem this Christmas 

call: 01579 340844 / 07808 957604 
email: enquiries@5thgospelretreats.co.uk 
visit: www.5thgospelretreats.co.uk 



ences between the celebrations across the world and sur- 
prisingly so many things remain the same. 

There will be light and decorations, usually gifts and above 
all thanks for God’s gift of his son the Christ Child. It is 
because of this feeling of goodwill that many of our chari- 
ties appeal for support and funds at this time in order that 
whilst having a tremendous time ourselves we can find 
space to think of those less fortunate. 

We remember the homeless because Mary and Joseph 
had difficulty in finding somewhere to stay, and the hungry 
because Jesus told us himself to care for others. We think 
of the excluded because of the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. 

In this country entertainment and drama are central to the 
season, with special programmes on radio and TV, nativity 
plays in churches and schools and in our theatres pan- 
tomimes. 

By the time you read this short piece its is likely that the 
towns are already decorated, and shops full of Christmas 
decorations and promotions. In fact many people get a lit- 
tle sad by what seems an overly commercialised interpre- 
tation of the season. There is always the possibility to get 
away from it all with a quiet break or retreat and there are 
many places where this is possible. 

In the end we all have our own individual ways of enjoying 
Christmas and in the end we probably all come away tak- 
ing from it just what we put into it. 

A TIME FOR GIVING 

Christmas is known as a time for 
giving. From our childhood years we enjoy the excitement 
of receiving gifts, not because of their monetary value, or 
greed, but simply it’s because someone has remembered 
us. Father Christmas may have delivered the gifts, but 
they were given by a favourite aunt, our parents or friends. 

When we grew older we also learned that it was good to 
give as well as receive, and we would save our pocket 
money and learned the joy that mum’s smile could bring 
when she opened her gift. 

It could be the central theme of the Christmas story of 



Mary and Joseph looking for somewhere safe where their 
child could be born that helps us to think of those in need. 
It could be our understanding of the baby Jesus as a gift 
from God himself, or the gifts brought by the wise men and 
the humble shepherds but we certainly understand that 
Christmas is not only a time of giving to each other, but as 
a time of giving to those less fortunate. 

There are many charities that appeal for funds at this time 
of year because it is a time when folk are a little more 
generous, take your time and search around, which will 
benefit from your thoughtfulness this Christmas time? 



Shine Christ into your 
community this Christmas with 

Divine Decorations 



Purchase indoor/outdoor festive lights for 
your home, local church or 
business etc this Christmas. 

Proclaim the reason for the season 

To purchase items or request a 
catalogue call us on 0870 3459709 

or log onto www.divinedecorations.org 
Some scenes are available for hire to churches 
and other organisations depending on location 



Church 

Make a different 

gift.h iJtk 

Christmas 



ACT 



Your gift will help people working 
in the poorest communities in . v ^ u/ , ♦ 

England to create lasting change - ^ ~ 

from projects working with the \ ' 

homeless and the elderly to ‘ ^ * 

those helping young people ^ ^ 

to find their way in life. £2 \ 

•' * * 

You can make a different gift this Christmas by making a 
donation to the Church Urban Fund, holding a fundraising even 
or praying with us this Christmas. 



www.cuf.org.uk/madg 020 7898 1668 




Your First Stop for Christian Books this 



Christmas is www.chbookshop.co.uk 



f \f \f \ 

CHURCH HOUSE BOOKSHOP 



31 Great Smith Street, London, SW1P 3BN Tel. 020 7799 4064 Fax: 020 7340 9997 Email: bookshop@chbookshop.co.uk 
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Life changing work 



Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 




A 320-acre organic dairy farm in West Devon is the home 
of a Christian residential rehabilitation centre which for 
more than 15 years has helped hundreds of people with life 
coidrolling addictions. 

Gilead Foundations became a registered charity in 1991. but the 
work began four years earlier when dairy farmer Ian 
Samuel and his wife Bron were first given the vision for 
the ministry when a group from Teen Challenge visited 
their church in Okehampton. 

Ian and Bron believed deeply that a loving and 
secure family environment coupled with 
work-based training on the farm could 
help many people overcome their 
addictions. In the late 1980s they 
started a practical discipleship course 
on the farm with young men from the 
Devon area and also from Teen 
Challenge. The name Gilead 
Foundations was chosen - inspired by 
the nature of the work, representing 
the combination of healing and the 
creation of new foundations in 
people s lives. 

Gilead is now a registered care home 
~ providing vital rehabilitation services 
for men and women aged from 18 upwards who take part in a 
three-phase programme lasting just over a year. 

Referrals are made by social services, churches, prison authorities, 
and friends and family of those in need of help. Some of those who join 
Gilead - particularly single mothers and fathers - are able to bring 
their children as well. Gilead runs a Christian home schooling 
programme for these youngsters. 

Students who join Gilead undertake an initial six-week course which 
includes a period of detoxification. During this time the aim is to 
introduce general stability to their lives and to provide them with an 
initial understanding of relapse prevention. 

Having completed the first phase of the programme, students then take 
part in a second 20-week phase which focuses on relapse prevention 
_ with weekly assessments and one-to-one sessions with relapse 
prevention therapists. 

During this time students are also taught basic living skills, including 
numeracy, literacy, food hygiene, health and safety and IT if required. 




Gilead Foundations founders Ian and Bron Samuel 



They also start on the initial NYQ training activity. Gilead Foundations 
helps each student to develop a support and care plan which sets out 
the objectives and aims for their time at the farm. During their time 
with Gilead students live in community under the care of Christian 
house parents who help them to develop life skills, to face up to the 
roots of their addictive behaviour and to take responsibility for their 
actions. Practical training is provided on the farm - which is now a 
registered organic unit - and in the associated dairy processing 
unit as well as in maintenance, catering, administration and other 
areas. 

Today Gilead Foundations can accommodate up to 30 
students at its main centre - Risdon Farm, 
Jacobstowe. near Dkehampton. 

Although drug and alcohol abuse costs the UK 
economy an estimated £40 billion a year Gilead 
receives no specific Government funding for its 
work. The charity's costs are met through 
fees paid for students by social services 
departments, state benefits claimed by 
students or by students paying for their 
participation in the programme themselves. 

The farm itself is run on a commercial basis 
with the organic milk produced sold to local 
wholesalers. Income is also derived from 
sale of produce and livestock. 

Ian Samuel said: 'Despite the financial and social 
impact of drug and alcohol abuse, there is still significant 
under-funding for rehabilitation and preventative treatment for those 
with life-controlling addictions. 

We believe - and have demonstrated over the last 15 years - that by 
addressing the roots of people’s problems and bringing them into a 
personal relationship with God they can be freed to fulfil their true 
purpose and destiny. 

“Gilead's present mission statement is unlocking people - 
releasing potential' and that’s what our work is all about. 

“We have specific need of more financial and practical support to help 
us in this vital work and would be delighted to talk to anyone who 
would like to know more about coming to Gilead as a community 
worker or helping us with regular financial giving.’’ 

For further information please contact Laura Aim, Gilead 
Foundations. Risdon Farm. Jacobstowe. Okehampton. Devon EX20 
3AJ Tel 01837 851240. 



'At last there is 
after my drugs 



hope 

hell' 



My name is Mark, I am 35 years 
old and have been at Gilead 
Foundations since March 2004, 
amazingly over three years now. 

As a result of the pain of broken 
relationships I started to take drugs 
from an early age and ended up on 
heroin at the age of 19. 

I managed to hold down a job. hide it 
from family, friends and loved ones and 
even owned my own home for the first 
few years. 

It all went wrong when I was taking so 
much heroin my job was not funding 
my habit. 

I ended up leaving a used 
syringe in the toilets and 
being sacked. I lost my job 
and was in trouble with loans 
and the mortgage company. 

I managed to sell my 
house and acquired 
£40.000. 1 spent the 
lot within two 
months on heroin 
and crack and 
was now living 

on floors of friends and in squats. I took 
up a lifestyle of fraud and shoplifting, 
my favourite being 

running cheque books and stolen credit 
cards. I even called it work. 

I developed a crack habit of about £200 
a day and a heroin habit of about £150 a 
day. I had to get a minimum of £350 a 
day every day. Bank holidays. Sundays 
even Christmas and New Year's Day. 

It was an effort and I had to become 
aggressive and sneaky not only to get 
the money, but also to protect my drugs 
from other users. 



stitched each other up and only looked 
out for ourselves. The most important 
thing to me above my own life was 
heroin as without it I would be sick. 




As you can imagine my life became a 
cycle of addiction and times of being 
clean whilst in prison. My goals in life 
were to get as much heroin and crack 
as I could, not thinking of the 
consequences or the people I hurt, and 
to stay out of prison for as long as I 
could. 

Reality set in for me when I was in 
prison on remand and an old school 
friend said to me: This is your life now. 
You are a heroin addict and you might 
as well get on with it”. 

He told me I was going to be a 
heroin addict for the rest of my 
life and would be coming in and 
out of prison for how ever long 
my life lasted. He told me to 
make friends with the other 
prisoners as they 
were all I had. I 
decided that I 
needed to take 
control and 

regain my life. 

My dad had just died and I was 
looking at a long prison sentence as I 
had stabbed a security guard. I was in 
trouble. I prayed to God to keep me out 
of prison until after the funeral. God 
was faithful. I went to my dad’s funeral 
and the day I got back I was arrested 
for shoplifting. The next day I was 
remanded. 



I prayed to God again to keep me clean 
of drugs and said I would do what he 
wanted. I asked to go to rehab, but the 
courts would not fund me. 



The only people I associated with 
were the local whores and other 
drug addicts and dealers. We all 



How you can help Gilead and its vital work 



Gilead Foundations works closely with local authori- 
ties and funding agencies all over the 
country to help provide rehabilitation services for 
people of all ages and backgrounds. 

With student numbers rising there is an urgent need for more 
people to join the Gilead work. Ian Samuel founder and general 
manager said: “Our whole emphasis is centred on family 
structure based on strong community 
foundations. "We need quality people - not employees - who 
can become community members and serve the vision of 
Gilead to unlock people from life-controlling addictions to 
release their true potential 

We have a number of important vacancies for people with a 
variety of skills. As many of these posts are live-in. accommo- 
dation is provided. First and foremost we urgently need to 
recruit at least two couples who can act as house parents to 
cope with the rising number of students. Gilead also urgently 
needs a catering supervisor. The ideal candidate will be a 
qualified chef or cook who can manage and oversee the cater- 
ing and domestic requirements of the community. 

“Experience in catering for large numbers of people on a daily 
basis would be a distinct advantage. Duties will include menu 
planning, budgeting and overseeing 
students. Other posts which need to be tilled include a 



mechanic and adminstration workers. Ideally, these would be 
people who are wilting to do this on a full-time basis as part of 
the community here at Gilead, although those who can provide 
part-time voluntary help are equally welcome. With plans to 
complete the first of our new accommodation units on a self- 
build basis workers with building and maintenance skills 
would be of great assistance to us. 

We would also welcome people who have IT, marketing or 
public relations experience. These skilled people could work 
part time as volunteers if they are unable to live in community. 
For example, they might be a retired mature couple who could 
give some time to the Gilead work. This could be on a regular 
weekly or monthly basis or perhaps for a longer period of 
time.’’ 

Students who are interested in gaining experience in the work 
of Christian rehabilitation services are especially welcomed to 
join Gilead on a Gap Year basis. Many 
students from the UK and overseas have benefited from this 
experience and their help with the work can be invaluable. 

Ifyou are interest 

writing Id Laura Aim, dead Foundafions. Risdon Farm 
Jacobstowe. Okehampton, Devon EX20 3AJ 
If you would like to know more about the work and how 
you could help please call 01837 851240 



There are many ways in which individuals, churches or other 
organisations can support and help the work of Gilead 
Foundations. These include becoming a Friend of Gilead and 
committing to support the charity with regular giving, becom- 
ing a Prayer Partner or by helping in other practical ways. 

Investing in the work of Gilead through financial support can 
help save lives - literally. Gifts in kind are equally welcome 
and we would be pleased to hear from companies or 
organisations who may be able to help in this way - 
particularly with materials for the accommodation project. 

Equally, if you know of someone who is in need of help 
because of an addiction problem please put them in touch 
with Gilead’s admissions team by contacting us direct on 
01837 851240. 



If you would (ike to be kept informed of Gilead’s work, please 
join our mailing list and we will send you regular bulletins on 
the charity's activities and the progress of our various 
activities. If you would like to join our mailing list please 
e-mail us at admin@gilead.org.uk 



If you would like to make a donation cheques can be made 
payable to Gilead Foundations and sent to Gilead Foundations, 
Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe. Okehampton. Devon EX20 3AJ 



The stabbing charge was dropped and I 
was imprisoned for a total of 12 months 
including my remand time. I decided to 
go to rehab when I got out of prison to 
give myself a chance of staying clean. 

I managed to get a place at Gilead 
whilst in prison through the 
chaplaincy. I still had to wait a few 
months after my release for a place, 
but God remained faithful as I have not 
touched drugs from that day I prayed to 
God to keep me clean. 

Life at Gilead has not been easy. I com- 
pleted the programme in April 2006. 
two years after making a 
commitment to God and asking for 
His forgiveness. 

There have been a lot of ups and even 
more downs, but I know this - 1 am 
surrounded by people who want me to 
be successful and who are prepared to 
love me when I don't deserve 
it - praise God. 

I am now supervising the running of the 
dairy and am starting to be given the 
opportunity to help people who are in 
similar situations as I was. I plan to 
stay at Gilead for the foreseeable future, 
but I know that God has a plan and pur- 
pose for me. I hope one day that I will 
have a wife and family of my own and 
enjoy normal relationships. 

Everything in my life is not ideal and a 
bed of roses, but I have friends, 
people who love me and most 
importantly a hope and a vision for the 
future. MARK 
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World Church 



Prayer for World Aids Day 



Supporting Christian ministry in Africa 



DECEMBER 1 is World AIDS Day. On that day 
and on the Sundays nearest it, churches around 
the world will be praying in response to the 
AIDS pandemic. Will your church join in? 

For many churches in South Africa, where 
our link diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman is 
located, prayer and action on AIDS are a regu- 
lar feature of church life. Responding to AIDS 
is ‘part of the territory of being an Anglican in 
South Africa,’ Nick Moloney, diocesan link 
officer, comments. No parish is unaffected; no 
person is untouched. Here, too, while AIDS is 
less visible and less prevalent than it is in some 
countries, many among us are living with, or 
affected by HIV and AIDS, and need the 
prayers, love and support of our churches. 

If you would like to join in, the prayer 
below comes from the Diakonia Council of 
Churches, based in Durban, South Africa 
(www.diakonia.org.za) who have kindly given 
permission for its reproduction. 



Dear God, we ask you to walk with us in our HIV 
and AIDS filled world. 

We pray expecting Your presence among us! 

Be with all who live with the effects of this disease. 
Be with those who wait to die because they have no 
access to medication. Be with children who 
received HIV as a legacy from their parents. Be 
with orphans and families who have lost loved 
ones. Be with countries who have millions of 
citizens with HIV/AIDS. Be with all who are 
stigmatised and ignored because they have HIV or 
AIDS. Be with politicians and corporate executives 
who control access to affordable medications. Be with 
researchers and scientists who work to find a cure. 

Be with healthcare workers and caregivers who 
comfort and encourage. Be with all who have lost 
hope because of HIV and AIDS. 

Lord, we hear the angel's song of peace! Fill the 
hearts of people around the world with good will so 
that together we can work for justice and healing 
for all who suffer from HIV and AIDS. Amen. 



MANY in the Diocese and beyond will remember 
the dynamic Ugandan priest, Enoch Kayeeye. He 
was a student at Wycliffe Hall 1981-83 and 
gained an MSc in Rural Development at Reading 
University. On his return to Uganda he set about 
making his vision of service to his country a real- 
ity by founding AICM (African International 
Christian Ministry). Friends of Enoch got togeth- 
er to create a registered charity, Friends of AICM, 
to support his work (with John Sentamu, 
Archbishop of York, as our patron). 

AICM’s aim was, and is, to provide Christian 
witness in word and deed wherever there were 
needs to be met, regardless of race, tribe or reli- 
gion. AICM has always responded to the needs of 
orphans, often the children of AIDS victims. The 
Friends of AICM have recently established an 
Orphan Sponsorship scheme. Another major 
commitment in recent years has been to provide 
for the Batwa (pygmies) who have been expelled 



from their ancestral forest home in favour of the 
mountain gorillas (a valuable tourist attraction). 

As a missionary bishop, Enoch was charged 
with the special task of working for reconciliation 
in that war tom country. There had already been 
links between the Congo and AICM, but this pre- 
sented a major new challenge. Due to his inabili- 
ty to be in two places at once, the Governors of 
AICM decided that Bishop Enoch should be 
Director General of AICM, based in the Congo. 

With its continuing work and expanding pos- 
sibilities in the Congo, Bishop Enoch, his wife 
Phoebe, and AICM need your prayers, and the 
Friends would welcome anyone who would like 
to join. Please contact Sue Matthew, 107 
Southmoor Road, Oxford 0X2 6RE 
(email:Sue@suematthew. wanadoo.co.uk) for 
further information, especially about Orphan 
Sponsorship or Alternative Giving. Canon Trevor 
Williams is Hon. Chairman of the Friends of AICM 



Recipe Apple, marrow and ginger chutney by cookery writer Ann Way 



I made this recipe up as we have had such a 
bumper crop of apples and have not been 
able to give enough away! It really has a 
lovely Christmas flavour with all the spices. 
I hope you will try it! 

Ingredients 

51b of sweet red apples (Jonathans are good) 

1 1/2 lb of marrow or large courgettes 

2 cooking apples 
2 lemons 

6 lumps of glace ginger 



1 rounded tsp of powdered ginger 
1 level tsp cinnamon & two sticks of cinnamon 
1 level tsp mixed Christmas spices 
1 tbsp concentrated lemon juice 
Two packets of jam sugar with pectin 
A little extra granulated sugar, if needed 
(use 1 pint of juice to lib of sugar) 

Method 

Slice the apples removing the stalks and any 
damaged bits and keeping the skins on. Skin 
and remove the seeds of the marrow and cut 



into small pieces. 

Place the apples and marrow into a large pre- 
serving pan and add the grated peel of the 
lemons. Add the juice of the lemons and the 
concentrated lemon juice together with the 
spices and then finely sliced glace ginger. Mix 
well. Completely cover the mixture with water 
and bring to the boil. Simmer gently until soft. 
Press with a potato masher to a smooth con- 
sistency. Using a very large bowl or pan, spread 
a jelly bag over it and carefully transfer the 
fruit pulp into it. Draw the string up and sus- 



pend it over the rinsed preserving pan. (This 
can be done over an upturned stool if you have 
not got a suitable hanging point in the kitchen). 

Leave to drip overnight. When the pulp has 
drained, add 1 pound of sugar for every pint of 
jam liquid and bring it to a full rolling boil. 
Test for setting on a cold plate. Leave it for a 
few minutes and if it wrinkles thickly when 
pushed with a finger, it is ready to pour into 
sterilised heated jam jars. 

Seal with wax disks and lids. Clean and 
label the jars. 



Children’s 
charity is 
looking for 
volunteer 
visitors & 
advocates 

Spurgeon’s is a local children’s 
charity based in Bicester and is 
currently appealing for volun- 
teers to befriend disadvantaged 
children and young people in 
care. 

The charity provides 
Independent Visitors and 
Advocates to children and 
young people who are looked 
after by Oxfordshire County 
Council. 

As an Independent Visitor, you 
would befriend, support and 
advise a child or young person 
in care and who has little or no 
contact with their parents or per- 
sons with parental responsibility. 
As an Independent Visitor you 
will usually go out for a variety 
of activities with your young per- 
son, for example cinema trips, 
swimming, museums etc. The 
aim is to develop a positive and 
supportive relationship, which 
has the potential to carry on into 
aftercare and beyond. 

Advocate volunteers have a 
slightly different role with 
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regards to the support they pro- 
vide. As an Advocate, you 
would visit residential children’s 
homes in Oxfordshire and 
become a source of advice, 
advocacy and support for chil- 
dren and young people. 

In addition, you would need to 
be available to support a child or 
young person on a one-to-one 
basis with regards to any partic- 
ular issues they may have. 
Suitable volunteers will also gain 
personally from these positions, 
by increasing their confidence, 
providing a strong sense of sat- 
isfaction and actively contribut- 
ing something positive to their 
community. They will also devel- 
op their personal skills, such as 
team working, problem solving 
and communication - transfer- 
able skills they can include on 
CV’s to enhance future job 
prospects. 

The Oxon IV and Advocacy is 
commissioned by Oxfordshire 
Social & Healthcare Directorate 
but is managed by Spurgeons. It 
operates over 100 projects in 
the UK. Their aim is to recruit, 
train, match and support unpaid 
volunteers to become 
Independent Visitors and 
Advocates. 

FOUNDED IN 1867 

Spurgeon’s Child Care was 
founded in 1867 and like other 
children’s charities its early work 
was pioneering, providing 



accommodation for destitute 
children. Today the work is no 
longer residential but remains 
innovative, providing a wide 
range of services to children 
and young people. 

WHY SHOULD! HELP 
SPURGEONS? 

Children and young people in 
the care system have many 
changes in their lives, either of 
where they live, who they live 
with, which school they go to or 
which social worker they have. 
As a volunteer Independent 
Visitor you can become that one 
consistent person who remains 
in their life. 

WILL I BE RIGHT FOR THIS 
ROLE? 

If you are a supportive, friendly, 
fun loving and non-judgmental 
sort of person, who is patient 
and enjoy the company of 
young people. 

WHAT COMMITMENT IS 
NEEDED? 

About 2 hours a fortnight, at a 
time to suit you. The Project 
does ask for a minimum of two 
years commitment, to give 
young people the stability 
they need. 

Full training and will be given 
with ongoing support, so no 
special skills or qualifications 
are needed. To find out more 
visit www.spurgeons.org 




Spurgeons 

for children and young people 

creating hope . building futures 

Spurgeons is a voluntary organisation. Our main tocus is helping children and young people 
living in disadvantaged communities, marginalized groups, or those suffering as 
a result of disrupted lives. 

Spurgeons now has over 100 projects across the UK and around the world providing high 
quality support for a huge variety of some of the most vulnerable children and young people. 

Oxon Independent Visitor & Advocacy Project 

In Oxfordshire, Spurgeons offer an independent service for any child looked after by 
Oxfordshire Childrens’ Services. The project has 2 key themes: 

To offer an Independent Visitor service as specified by the Children Act 1989. An adult 
befriender who gives a few hours a fortnight of their time with a child to offer some fun, 
activities and outings away from the care system 

To offer an independent Advocate for looked after children and young people who have an 
issue to address to voice their wishes and feelings. 

BEING A VOLUNTEER IS IMMENSELY REWARDING. 

We are currently seeking volunteers, both male and female throughout the area. 

Full training given and out of pocket expenses paid. Appointment is subject to assessment. 
For further information contact: 

To get in contact : 

Mainline 01869 602570 

The Courtyard Youth Arts Centre 
Launton Road, Bicester 
Oxon 0X26 6DJ 

Website www.spurgeons.org 
Spurgeons Reg. Charity no.1081 182 
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Reaching the nation’s 
young people with 
a radical gospel 
message on the air 



Cross Rhythms has an 
unprecedented opportunity in the 
UK, to establish 10 local FM 
community radio stations in 10 
cities, each one broadcasting the 
Gospel 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, with Contemporary 
Christian Music taking the 
message of Christ to the hearts 
of the young people of our nation. 

Already, two stations are broadcasting - Cross 
Rhythms City in Stoke-on- 
Trent (101. 8FM) and 
Cross Rhythms Plymouth 
(on96.3FM). Teesside 
will begin to broadcast in 
January 2008, and two 
other groups in different 
cities are now applying for 
their licences. 



years pioneering work, plus access to the most up to 
date Contemporary Christian Music playlists. 

This enables local stations to produce programming 
that stands with the best on FM radio, at the same 
time delivering a powerful and accessible Gospel 
presentation through the music. 

By collaborating with outward thinking churches at 
local level in the areas of politics, media, the arts, 
community service, police, social welfare and the 
business community, Cross Rhythms has already 
demonstrated that the partnership of Church and 
Media is an effective 
catalyst for Godly 
transformation. 

But as this vision expands 
into the nation, the people 
involved will need training, 
and there has been 
nowhere that can provide 
the mix of discipleship, 
vocational training and 
vision to fully resource the 
folk who are called to this 
ministry. 

Until now... 



By working in collaboration 
with locally owned 
community radio stations, 
Cross Rhythms is able to 
provide the knowledge 
and experience of over 25 




Cross Rhythms founder Chris Cole 
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The 







• 10 cities with a Cross Rhythms FM Community radio 
station 

• An Academy of Church & Media where volunteers 
become media missionaries 

• Collaboration between local church and Christian media 
initiatives throughout the UK 

• Transforming cities together with the love of God 
through Christian media and in the marketplace 



me Academy of Church & Media 



The Academy of Church and 
Media has been a vision on the 
heart of Cross Rhythms founder 
Chris for the last six years. 

“Finding people with a passion for radio, who 
understand media and who can engage with 
contemporary culture whilst remaining fully ‘in the 
world but not of it’ is incredibly difficult” said Chris 
Cole. 

“Working in Christian media at this level is a calling, 
not just a job, and those involved need to be properly 
resourced to stay the course. 

“It is as demanding as overseas mission work, and 
requires the same degree of commitment, courage, 
skill and above all a love of God and our fellow man. 
Finding people with all that and expertise in the arena 
of media is very difficult, but possible. 

“So we are establishing an Academy, where people 
will receive training, both in media and professional 
skills, discipleship and godly character. 

“Media is an influential environment, and we need 



mature disciples of Christ to handle it properly for the 
sake of those listening to the broadcasts.” 

Chris has recently developed an opportunity to base 
an Academy in the geographic centre of the UK. 

He continued: “A suitable building has been offered 
for the Academy. It is very close to Cross Rhythms 
Central headquarters in Stoke-on-Trent, so it is 
ideally placed for students to commute and use the 
training facilities at the five-storey radio station 
building there” 

(Cross Rhythms City radio is based in the former 
BBC Radio Stoke building in Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent). 

Chris summed up: ‘The location is right, the building 
is right, providing accommodation for students in a 
rural setting, and there is scope to develop the 
premises as the Academy grows. 

“I believe that this is a God-given opportunity to train 
up media missionaries who can take the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to literally millions of people through the 
media. All we need is the financial wherewithal to 
make it happen”. 



The property 
on the 
outskirts of 
Stoke-on-Trent 
which has been 
offered as the 
base for the 
proposed 
media training 
Academy 




I Prayer Partners of Cross Rhythms Plymouth 

I I intend to stand with you in prayer as you make the Gospel of Jesus Christ available to thousands of peo- 
I pie. Please add my details to your mailing list. I look forward to receiving email prayer updates. 

I 

I Title 



"l r 1 



Christian name 



S Surname 

1 

I 

j Email 



Address 



Post Code 



I From Success to Significance I would like to discuss financial resourcing 
J of the Academy of Church and Media. Please arrange for Chris Cole to contact me personally. 

I Title Christian name 

I 



I Surname 

I 

I 

I 

| Email 



Address 



Post Code 



Tel 



| Please tick this box if you DO NOT wish to be added to our mailing list □ 



■ J k. 



Please cut out and return these coupons to: Cross Rhythms, FREEPOST SWB 40727, Plymouth PL3 4ZZ. Tel 01752 225623 
Cross Rhythms Plymouth is administered by Spirit of Plymouth Radio, a registered charity number 1117215 
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media missionaries 





State-of-the-art facilities 
available for training of 
media missionaries 



Jonathan Bellamy 



Jonathan Bellamy, Cross 
Rhythms CEO, has good 
reason for wanting the 
vision of the Academy of 
Church and Media to 
become a reality. 

“One thing we have always struggled 
with in our six years of broadcasting on 
FM in Stoke on Trent, is properly trained 
people. By God’s grace, we have peo- 
ple on the team whose commitment and 
love goes well beyond the call of duty. 

“They make up for our lack by working 
long hours, and dedicating themselves to 
growing in their knowledge of God and 
also practical media expertise. 

“In the last few years we have been 
blessed with finance to provide 
state-of-the-art training facilities at 
Conway House. 

“If we can connect this to the Academy, 
we will be able to deliver training of the 
highest standard to media missionaries 
with a true sense of calling.” 



Conway House in 
Stoke-on-Trent- 
headquarters of 
Cross Rhythms and 
training base 




PLYMOUTH 
96.3 FM 



The next generation - the reason for it all 



We are all aware that our young 
people represent one of the most 
affluent, yet most disaffected and 
alienated groups of people that 
we have ever seen. The statistics 
are frightening: 

• One in three fourteen year olds has tried drugs 

• Britain’s binge drinking culture is costing the 
country £20 billion a year, according to a 
government report. 

• Teenagers are drinking earlier and more heavily 
than ever before 

• According to head teachers schoolchildren as 
young as eight are turning up to lessons with 
hangovers, fuelling a wave of violent behaviour. 

• Pupils are coming to school too exhausted and too 
sick to function properly because of the amount of 
alcohol they consumed the previous night. 

• And the effects of binge-drinking have been 
blamed for a catastrophic decline in discipline and 
an explosion in classroom assaults. 

• The UK has the highest teenage birth rates in 
Western Europe - twice as high as in Germany, 
three times as high as in France and six times as 
high as in the Netherlands. 

• The lives of more than 350,000 British children are 

being blighted because their parents are drug 
users, according to a new study. 



It is against this depressing backdrop that Cross 
Rhythms broadcasts the Gospel of Jesus Christ in a 
contemporary way that reaches the hearts of young 
people, offering what is for many their only hope. 

Chris Cole added: “To be able to do this in 10 cities, 
with media missionaries who are prepared to take 
their stand with courage and love, we need the help 
of people who can resource the vision with finances 
and prayer. 

“If you are a member of the older generation of over 
40s, who like me, have a passionate desire to see 
our young people fully alive to the love of God and in 
a living relationship with Jesus Christ, please 
consider responding in one of four ways: 

• Become a prayer partner 

• Become a financial partner of Cross Rhythms 
Plymouth (the latest station to start broadcasting) 

• Consider helping to finance the Academy of 
Church and media through interest free or 
low-interest secured loans. 

‘The problem in our nation is plain for all to see. The 
solution is found in Jesus Christ. 

“The opportunity to make Him known through 
Christian media is enormous. Please help us to fulfil 
every potential presented by this opportunity. Thank 
you.” 



Chris Cole endorses Jonathan’s views: 
“For the Academy to become a reality, 
all we are in need of now is a few men 
and women of God, probably from the 
generation that is 40 and over, who have 
established themselves in life and are 
looking to move from success to signifi- 
cance. 

“By partnering with us and providing rea- 
sonably substantial secured loans, these 
people will enable us to secure the prop- 
erty for the Academy, and they will 
therefore play a significant part in 
resourcing the next generation to make 
a real impact for God through Christian 
media.” 



MONTHLY BANK STANDING ORDER MANDATE Please send us this form if you wish to donate regularly. 




I Media Missionaries I would like to find out more about volunteering to work with the 
| Cross Rhythms ministry, please send me information. 

I Title 



Christian name 



I 

I Surname 

I 

I 

I 

| Email 

| Please tick this box if you DO NOT wish to be added to our mailing list □ 



Address 



Post Code 



Tel 



Supporting Cross Rhythms Plymouth 96.3FM i would like 

to make a one - off donation. Please accept my cheque, made payable to Spirit of Plymouth Radio. 



Title 



Christian name 



Surname 



Address 



Email Tel 

Please tick this box if you DO NOT wish to be added to our mailing list □ 



Post Code . 



,J L . 



Please cut out and return these coupons to: Cross Rhythms, FREEPOST SWB 40727, Plymouth PL3 4ZZ. Tel 01752 225623 
Cross Rhythms Plymouth is administered by Spirit of Plymouth Radio, a registered charity number 1117215 
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Holidays At Home 




Hampton Manor 
4 star Country House Hotel 

On the Devon/Comwall Border - offers high quality 
accommodation and cuisine, with a daily changing menu 
which caters for all dietary requirements. A warm welcome 
is assured for all who book a short break/ho! iday. 
Excellent value AND we offer discounts through this advert 
when booking early. 

For a brochure, phone 01579 370494 or visit us at 
www Jiar npto nmanorxQiUk 
(See our other other advert on Activity holidays) 



Visiting beautiful gardens in Devon/Cornwall 
while staying at a delightful Country House 
Hotel - or learning about birds on our 
Birdwatchers Week? If these activities or maybe 
Painting, Walking, Fishing, Bridge Playing or 
Photography interest you - then contact 
Hampton Manor Country House Hotel 
(on the Devon/Cornwall border) on 
01579 370494 for details or visit our website at 
wTvw.hamptonmanor.co.uk 
Birdwatching week is April, Gardens week 
is May So please book early to 
avoid disappointment! 

(See also our advert about odier short 
break Holidays) 



A warm traditional 
welcome awaits you at 

KINGFORD 
HOUSE HOTEL 
Lynton 

★ ★ * * Silver Award 
Enjoy excellent home cuisine. 
Situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Telephone Tricia Morgan on 

01598 752361 

for a brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
OPEN FOR CHRISTMAS 



TO ADVERTISE IN 

THE DOOR 

TELEPHONE 

01752 

225623 



PEMBROKESHIRE 

COTTAGE 




Idyllic setting near Newport. 
Ixntg scanty beach 3 milt*. large 
south lacing garden with truced 
stream. Very peaceful, perfect 
for children ami walkers 
Woodbuming stove & (111. 
Sleeps .V-*. Dogs vrelomte 

Tel: 01249 782120 or 
782075 



Holidays Overseas 



ISRAEL 

Let the Bible come alive! 

Walk in the footsteps of Jesus with 
Chris & Lindy Hill (Leaders of 70+ tours) 
8, 1 I & 15 days in the Holy Land. 
Brochure, Tel: 0 1 763 272210 
E: carol_barry@onetel.com 
www.clministries.org.uk 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeino. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis. Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Airport Hotels 



GATW1CK 

8 mins 

Family run B&B - AA 4 Star 
Transport & Parking by 
arrangement 

Brochure : Brian & liz Petllow 
Teh 01293 546222 
Fax: 01293 518712 
email: 

kifo&aprikottageguesthouse.<;o.uk 

www.aprikottagcguesthouse.co.uk 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

www. wobtenhomes . co. uk 



TO ADVERTISE 

IN 

THE DOOR 

TELEPHONE 

01752 

225623 




Retreats 



ST COLUMBA'S HOUSE 

/ PJpJI a retreat and conference house, with a 
wide range of facilities, where groups and 
individuals can find tranquility and hospitality. 

For details of our 2008 programme 
'Getting to know you' 

please contact: ST COLUMBA'S HOUSE 
MAYBURY HILL, WOKING, SURREY GU22 8AB 
TELEPHONE: 01483 766498 
FAX: 01483 740441 
E-MAIL: retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
WEBSITE: www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
REGISTERED CHARITY No 240675 



Holiday Insurance 

Travel insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

We have some of the best prices in the 
UK for anybody up to 85 years of age. 

We are a family based company and are 
happy to help. 

mm For more information and 

details please call ~ Ujgm 

.rrnrro, 0116 272 0500 mijim 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 
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Perfect Family Holiday 

Christian family has luxury six-berth caravan (privately owned) on the 
popular SHOREFIELD COUNTRY PARK near Lymington and New Forest. 
Excellent facilities on site including leisure centre and play areas. 



Prices from £175 per week inclusive 
Call 07811 343335 (24 hours) for brochure or bookings 
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The Doorpost Courses, training, conferences & workshops 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send 
your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The deadline for February 08 issue is 9 January. 




FH 30 Nov OXFORD Unicom Sat 8/Siai 9 ALDERMASTON 



Group Open Meeting; Christmas 
Celebration, 1 Canterbury Rd, 
Oxford 1230pm, bring own lunch. 
Sat 1 HBI/FTON Christmas Bazaar 
at S John’s. 1 lam to lunchtime. Gifts, 
lunch. 01869 338739 
Sat 1 BANBURY Livearts Anniv. 
Gala Concert at St Mary’s Church 
7.45pm 01295 259855. 

Sat 1 TUBNEY Christmas 
Bazaar; Tubney Church, Oxford 
Rd. 2pm. Cakes, gifts,etc 
Sun 2 MJON KEYNES Lights 
of Love’ at Willen Hospice at 5pm 
Carol service with mulled wine 8c 
mince pies. Details 01908 695717 
Sun 2 HADDENHAM Cafeplus* 
from 9.30-12.30. Monthly break- 
fast cafe church in Village hall. More 
info http*y/www.cafeplus.org.uk 
Sun 2 READING St Giles, 
Southampton Street, 6.30pm. 
Advent Carol Service. Details 
0118 9884172. 

Sun 2 COOKHAM Holy Trinity 
Church 6.30pm Carol Service for 
Advent Sunday. 

Thu 6/Fri 7 ALDERMASTON 

The York Nativity Play 8pm at St 
Mary the Virgin. 



The York Nativity Play 7pm 

Sat 8 HIGH WYCOMBE Organ 
recital. All Saints Parish Church 
12noon David Hirst (Royal 
Academy of Music). 

Sat 8 GREAT MBSSENDEN 
Choral Society presents ‘Joy to the 
World’ at St Peter & St Paul, 
7.30pm Tickets £6/£l2.50 from 
01494 862425. 

Sat 8 WOOTTON-BYWOOD- 
STOCK Christmas Bazaar, village 
hall 2-4pm 

Sat 8 OLNEY St Peter 8c St 
Paul. Stantonbury Brass 
Christmas Celebration. Tickets at 
door £3/£5. Children free. 

Sat 8 WITNEY Witney Inter- 
Church Singers present ‘the Real 
Story of Christmas’ - celebation 
through music 8c drama. 7.30pm 
Wood Green School Tickets £5/£3. 
01993 771452. 

Sat 8 WMKFELD Christmas 
Music with The London Chorus 
Choir’ at St Mary’s Church 7.30pm 
Tickets £10/ £5. 01344 882918. 
Sat 8 STANTON HARCOURT 
Christmas Concert inc. Handel’s 
‘Messiah’ by the Lower Windrush 
Choral Society at St Michael’s 



Church 7.30pm Tickets £7/£3. 
01865 882191 

Mon 10 CUMNOR Christian 
Music Fellowship Choir and Artists 
in fundraising concert for Gulshat 
Kardrova at Cumnor Primary 
School, 7.30pm 07855865194. 

Rri 14 F*JGEST Hambleden Valley. 
Healing Service with Laying on of 
hands 8c anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15am 01491 
571231. 

Fri 14 GAVERSHAM Christmas 
Festival of Trees, St Andrew’s 
Church, Albert Rd 7.30pm. Tickets 
£5 inc mulled wine 8c mincepies 
0118 9475683 

Sat 15 CAVERSHAM Festival of 
Trees, as above 1.30-4.30pm Trees 
on display. Programme £1, stalls, etc. 
Sat 15 CAVERSHAM 
Bethlehem Event, Church House, 
Church St., 11am - 3pm. in aid of 
Friends of Wadi Fuqueen 
Sat 15 BANBURY Musical 
Celebration for Christmas St Mary’s 
Church 4.30pm 01295 266788. 
Mon 17 OXFORD Music at 
Oxford with Christ Church 
Cathedral Choir; 8pm at Christ 
Church Box office 0870 7500659. 
Sun 16 COOKHAM Holy 



Trinity Church 6.30pm Rumours 
of Christmas. 

TUes 18 BANBURY Christmas 
Concert St Mary’s Church 
7.30pm 01295 259855. 

Fri 21 OXFORD Music at 
Oxford with Christ Church 
Cathedral Choir 8pm at Christ 
Church. 0870 7500659. 

Sat 22/Mon 24 TYRINGHAM 
St Peter’s Christmas Tree Festival 
10.30am-4pm Adults £2.50. 

Sim 23 READMG St Giles, 
Southampton Street, 6.30pm 
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, 
followed by seasonal refreshments. 
Details 0118 9884172. 

Stai 23 COOKHAM Holy Trinity 
Church 6.30-7pm Compline by 
Candlelight. 

Tbes 25 COOKHAM Holy 
Trinity Church 6.30pm Christmas 
Day Carol Service by Candlelight. 

JANUARY 

Sat 5 OXFORD We Will 
Remember Them, Chapel of 
Remembrance, Christ Church 
Cathedral. 11am. 

Sat 19 BANBURY Variety 
Concert St Mary’s Church 7.30pm 
01295 253329. 



Courses, Special Events 



CLIMATE CHANGE - 
GOD’S WORLD and 
OUR RESPONSE. 
Organised by the 
Oxford Diocesan 
Environment Group 
Hies Nov 27 AMER- 
SHAM ON THE HILL 
St Michael 8c All Angels, 
8pm. Chaired by the Rt 
Rev Alan Wilson. Contact 
01494 794 577 
Hies Dec 11 AMER- 
SHAM-ON-THE HILL St 
Michael the Archangel, 
Warfield, 7.30pm. 

Chaired by the Rt Rev 
Stephen Cottrell. Contact 
01344 886900. 

ADVENT CONVERSA- 
TIONS Christ Church 
Cathedral and Wesley 
Memorial Methodist 
Church, Oxford Advent 
Course. WHAT IS GOD 
SAYING...in decisions 
about unborn life?. ..in 
peace-making interven- 
tions?.. .In Reality TV? on 
Thursdays Nov 29, Dec 6 



8c 13. 7.15-8pm at 
Christ Church and 
Wednesdays Dec 5, 12 8c 
19 12.30-1. 15pm at 
Wesley Memorial Church. 
TUition in Watercolour 
Painting with Rebecca 
Hind, Dorchester-on- 
Thames. Jan 26 
10am-5pm and Sun 
27, 2-5pm £75 per 
weekend. Subject - Coloui; 
Wash and Line, contact 
01865 340633 or 
Rebecca.Hine.com 
CHRISTMAS AT 
DORCHESTER ABBEY 
Sun 16 10.15am Family 
Service; 6pm Said Evensong 
with hymns. 

Sun 23 9.15am Holy 
Communion with hymns, 
6pm Nine Lessons and 
Carols. Christmas Eve 
4.30pm Crib Service, 

1 1 .30pm Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day 8am Holy 
Communion, 10.15am 
Christmas Family 
Communion. An occasion 



for all the family - children 
invited to bring presents to 
show Revd Sue Booys. 



Christmas 
Services at 
Christ Church 
Cathedral 

Sat 22 8pm Crib 
Service 

Sun 23 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am 
Matins; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Service 
of Nine Lessons & 
Carols 

Mon 24 - Christmas 

Eve 3pm Service of 
Nine Lessons & Carols, 
11.30pm Midnight 
Eucharist 

Tues 25 Christmas 

Day 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am 
Matins, 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist, 6pm Said 
Evensong. 

Cathedral Office 01865 
276155; 

Cathedral Secretary sally- 
ann. ford@chch.ox.ac.uk; 
website: 

www.ch.ch.ox.ac.uk 



December and January Prayer Diary Compiled by Pam Gordon 



“ Praise God for his mighty deeds ; 
praise him according to his surpass- 
ing greatness. ” Psalm 150: 2 
In the power of the Spirit and in 
union with Christ, let us pray to the 
Father: 

Sat 1 Aylesbury Deanery. The area dean 
-Tina Stirling: synod lay chair - Roger 
Harwood: clergy - David Wallace, 
Nancy Wallace: LLM - Reg Taylor. 
Aylesbury Deaf Church: chaplain - 
Roger Williams: LLMs for the deaf - 
Ursula Coles, Mary Lovegrove. 
World AIDS day. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 

Sun 2 All who share a Christian 
message through the arts and 
media. 

Mon 3 Aylesbury with Bierton and 
Hulcot: clergy - Shane Wood, Mark 
Ackford, Rosemary Rycraft, 
Michaela Wood, Luke Lee. 

Tue 4 Bedgrove: churchwardens 
during the vacancy: LLM - Marie 
Carey. Bernwode: clergy - Tina 
Stirling, Jenny Edmans, Lesley 
Fellows. 

Wed 5 Haddenham with 
Cuddington and Kingsey and Aston 
Sandford: clergy - Chris Denham, 
John Race: LLMs - Colin Faiers- 
Nicholls, Pam Halliwell. 

Thu 6 Long Crendon with 
Chearsley and Nether Winchendon: 
clergy - Roger Jackson, Arthur 
Taylor: LLM - John Scholefield. 

Fri 7 Risborough: deigy - Paul Fiske, 
James Tomkins, David Dewick, Denise 
Critchell, Andrew Meynell: lay worker 
- Norman Critchell. 

Sat 8 Stone with Dinton and Hartwell: 
churchwardens during the vacancy: 
LLM - Avril Clark. Walton: clergy - 
Andrew Blvth, Wilson Gill, David 
Lawton, Jonathan Hawkins, Mike 
Butterworth: lay pastor - Roger Axtell: 
LLMs - Martin Roper, Alan Foster 
pastoral assistant - Lynne Hurry: chil- 
dren’s evangelist - Carolyn Edwards: 
youth worker - Richard Turner 
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 

Sun 9 Worminghall with Ickford, 
Oakley and Shabbington: David 
Kaboleh: LLM - Margaret Pye. 



Mon 10 Human Rights Day. On 10 
December; 1948, the United Nations 
adopted the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. It declared that the 
‘recognition of the inherent dignity 
and of the inalienable rights of all 
members of the human family is the 
foundation of freedom, justice and 
peace in the world.’ 

Tue 11 Chipping Norton Deanery. 
The area dean - Judy French: synod lay 
chair - Ian Henderson: deanery youth 
worker - Amanda Bruce. 

Wed 12 Charlbury with 
Shorthampton: clergy - Judy French, 
Jan Fieldem LLM - Penny Naime. 
Thu 13 Chipping Norton Team min- 
istry: clergy - Stephen Weston, Tony 
Cannon, Hugh Williams, Jenny 
Aldina, Andrew Keith: LLM - 
Elizabeth Allen, John Forrest, 
Elizabeth Mann, Mike Hall, Stephen 
Freer 

Fri 14 Great Tew with Litde Tew, 
and, Over with Nether Worton: cler- 
gy - Abbott Conway. 

Sat 15 Hook Norton with Great 
Rollright, Swerford and Wiggington: 
clergy - John Acreman, Wendy 
Cunningham, Christopher Turner: 
LLM - Janet Collins. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 

Sun 16 All who provide hospitality 
for those in need, particularly those 
seeking refuge from violence and 
human trafficking. 

Mon 17 Ramsden, Finstock and 
Fawlei; Leafield with Wychwood and 
Wilcote: clergy - Jane Knowles, 
Sarah Jones, Brian Ford. 

Tue 18 Shipton-under- Wychwood 
with Milton-under-Wychwood, 
Fifield and Idbury: clergy - Wendy 
Callan, Anne Hartley: LLM - Bob 
Forster The Chase: clergy - Mark 
Abrey, Mary Crameri. 

Wed 19 Bradfield Deanery. For the 
next area dean: synod lay chairman - 
Chris Newman. 

Thu 20 Aldermaston with Wasing 
and Brimpton, and, Woolhampton 
with Midgham and Beenham Valence: 
clergy - Pete Steele, Des Foote, 
E lizabeth Oke: LLM - Hanslip Long. 
Fri 21 Basildon with Aldworth and 
Ashampstead: clergy - Alan Hogarth, 



Anne Kiggell, Charlie Vere Nicoll: 
LLMs - Margaret Davey. 

Sat 22 Bradfield and Stanford Dingley, 
and Bucklebury: clergy - Eddie 
Marquez, Rosemary Green, David 
Chattell, Raymond Obiru LLM - 
Brian Norris. Bucklebury: LLMs - 
Michael Kerry, David Sammon. 
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 

Sun 23 We remember those for whom 
the season of celebration highlights the 
pain and difficulties in their lives. We give 
thanks for those who give sacrifidally to 
serve those in need. 

Mon 24 We pray for the parishes, 
especially in rural areas, where there 
are more places of worship than 
priests. We pray for their safe journeys 
as they minister over wide areas. 

Tue 25 CHRISTMAS DAY 
Thanksgiving for the mystery of the 
incarnation and remembrance that 
we are called to be the body of Christ 
bringing the gospel to our generation. 
Wed 26 STEPHEN, DEACON, 
FIRST MARTYR Those in our com- 
munities who are intimidated because 
of their faith in Jesus Christ, those 
seeking refuge from persecution and 
all work in the diocese that supports 
the persecuted church throughout the 
world. For all who serve as deacons in 
the diocese. 

Thu 27 JOHN, APOSTLE AND 
EVANGELIST Those in the diocese 
being called to evangelise, initiatives 
for outreach and ourselves, that we 
may wimess in our lives to the com- 
ing of the King of kings. 

Fri 28 THE HOLY INNOCENTS 
Those who think no-one cares or prays 
for them. For vulnerable children and 
adults and those who seek to relieve the 
pressures of families in distress, partic- 
ularly PACT in this diocese. 

Sat 29 Burghfield: churchwardens 
during the vacancy: clergy - Mary 
Harwood. Pangboume with 
Tidmarsh and Sulham: churchwar- 
dens during the vacancy. Purley: cler- 
gy - Roger Howell, Andrew Mackie, 
Jean Rothery. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF 
CHRISTMAS 

Sun 30 Stratfield Mortimer and 
Mortimer West End with Padworth: 



clergy - Paul Chaplin, Juliet Straw. 
Sulhampstead Abbots and Bannister 
with Ufton Nervet: clergy - Peter 
Dewey: LLM - Anthony Peabody. 
Mon 31 Theale and Englefield: clergy 
- Geoffrey Borrowdale, Brian Spence. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 
CHRISTMAS - JANUARY 2008 
Tue 1 THE NAMING AND CIR- 
CUMCISION OF JESUS Cutting 
Edge ministries and all initiatives for a 
fresh expression of church and disciple- 
ship for each generation and in each 
particular community. Those who are 
to be ordained this month as deacon or 
priest and the parishes where they will 
serve. The clergy who will have sabbat- 
ical leave this year 

Wed 2 Buckingham Deanery. Area 
dean - Kevin Ashby, lay chair - Juliet 
Rudolf, ecumenical representative - 
Valerie Rushton. 

Thu 3 Buckingham: clergy - Kevin 
Ashby, Philip Derbyshire, Claire Wood, 
John King: LLM - Vicky Southby. 

Fri 4 Len borough: churchwardens dur- 
ing the vacancy: clergy - Jenny Shields: 
LLM - Sandra Cosby. 

Sat 5 North Buckingham: clergy - Hans 
Taling: LLM - Margaret Culley. 
Stowe: clergy - Ron Bundock. West 
Buckingham: clergy - Liz Simpson, 
Chris Carter 

THE EPIPHANY also THE FIRST 
SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

Sun 6. Oxford Diocese’s Bishops, John 
[Oxford], Alan (Buckingham), Colin 
(Dorchester), and Stephen (Reading), 
their families and all directly involved in 
supporting their ministries. 

Mon 7 Cowley Deanery. For area 
dean - Bruce Gillingham: synod lay 
chairman - Patricia Michael: clergy - 
Ian Adams: LLMs - Philip Clayton, 
Alan Wakely. 

Tue 8 Blackbird Leys: clergy - David 
Parry, Fleur Houston, Patrick 
Mukholi, Roger Bume: community 
worker - Jim Hewitt. 

Wed 9 Cowley Team Ministry: clergy - 
Howard Thornton, Beth Spence, 
Mchael Spence. 

Thu 10 Cowley St John: clergy - 
Adam Romanis, Margaret Anne 
ASSP, Alwin Samuel: LLM- Janet 
Proudman. 



Fri 1 1 Headington Quarry: clergy - 
Tim Stead, Hugh Houghton, David 
Owen, Linda Green: lay pastor - 
Deidre Twycross. Headington St 
Andrew: clergy - Michael Brewin: 
LLM - David Price. 

Sat 12 Headington St Mary: clergy - 
Jonathan Sewell, Stephanie Bullock, 
Richard Chand. Highfieid: clergy - 
James Cocke: LLMs - James 
Larminie, Eve Vause. 

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST - 
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 
EPIPHANY 

Sun 13 Those who were baptised in 
the previous year and their families; 
all who are godparents and those 
responsible for baptism preparation 
and continuing support. 

Mon 14 Iffley: clergy - Andrew 
McKearney. Littlemore: clergy - 
Margreet Armitstead, Teresa 
Morgan, Helen-Ann Hartley, John 
Muddiman. 

Tue 15 Marston and Elsfield: clergy 

- Tony Price, Anne Holmes, Graham 
Wright: LLMs - Robert Bruce, David 
Cranston, Ben Knighton. New 
Marston: clergy - Elaine Bardwell: 
LLM - Alison Salvesen. 

Wed 16 Oxford St Clement: clergy - 
Bruce Gillingham, Jen Brown, Matt 
Rees, Meg Heywood, Vera Sinton: 
LLms - Toby Garfitt, Theresa Gray, 
Kenneth Howson: licensed youth 
minister - Chris Trent. 

Thu 17 Sandford on Thames: clergy 

- Robert Morgan: LLMs - Brian 
Andrews, Liz Shatford. 

Fri 18 THE WEEK OF PRAYER 
FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY. Where 
two or three are gathered in my name 
. . . ‘Churches together’ networks, local 
ecumenical partnerships and projects, 
that they may be effective witnesses of 
how Christians of different denomina- 
tions can be one in Christ. For dia- 
logue and reconciliation within 
Christian communities. For grace 
and patience to bear with one anoth- 
er when we disagree. For joy and 
hope in believing. 

Sat 19 Maidenhead Deanery. For 
area dean - Theresa Scott: synod lay 
chair - Martin Chandler: deanery 
ecumenical representative 
Richard Holroyd. 



THE THIRD SUNDAY OF 
EPIPHANY 

Sun 20 Those acts of unity between 
the churches and denominations 
which meet needs within their com- 
munities, e.g. housing, transport, 
safety, information, care. 

Mon 21 Bray with Braywood: church 
wardens during the vacancy. 
Burchetts Green: clergy - Theresa 
Scott, Dilys Woodmore: LLMs - 
Hilary Davis, Teresa Kennard. 

Tue 22 Clewer and Dedworth: cler- 
gy - Louise Brown Cox Green: cler- 
gy - Joan Hicks, Margaret Bird. 
Wed 23 Furze Platt: clergy - Mark 
Balfour, Jeremy Hyde: LLMs - 
Margaret Hyde, Brian Rose, Pat 
Rose, Doris Swinbank: lay worker - 
Edna Com bear. 

Thu 24 Maidenhead All Saints 
Boyne Hill: clergy - Jeremy Harris. 

Fri 25 - THE CONVERSION OF 
ST PAUL Maidenhead St Andrew 
and St Mary Magdalen: clergy- Will 
Stileman, Neil Watkinson: LLMs - 
Ruth Knight, Jill Palfrey: youth pas- 
tor - Diana Miranda. 

Sat 26 Those, like Timothy and Titus, 
who act as companions on our faith 
journeys. d 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
EPIPHANY 

Sun 27 Those within the diocese who 
stand in the gaps within society, advo- 
cates for the vulnerable or disadvan- 
taged, mediators for those in disagree- 
ment. 

Mon 28 Maidenhead St Luke: cler- 
gy - Richard Holroyd, Dick Cheek: 
LLMs - Sonya Clarke. 

Tue 29 New Windsor Team 
Ministry': clergy - Ainsley Swift, 
Mary Barnes, David Dadswell, June 
Faulkner, John Quick: LLM - Mary 
Hutchinson. Old Windsor: clergy - 
Nigel Pocock. 

Wed 30 The Cookhams: clergy - 
Michael Smith, , Terrie Robinson, 
Anthony Welling, Ryan Green: licensed 
lay minister - Charles Walmsley. 

Thu 31 Waltham St Lawrence, and, 
White Waltham with Shottesbrooke: 
clergy - David Andrew: LLM - Carole 
Perkins. 







Slum Survivor. .... 

V WAM', the teenagers at St Mary the Virgin, 
Purley chose to spend 24 hours the way a bil- 
lion people who live in the world's slums spend 
their lifetimes. 

They took up the challenge to participate at 
the end of October. They faced their first chal- 
lenge on arrival - having to build their own 
slum, in the Church car park, out of basic dis- 
carded materials. They stayed there overnight 
(long night - extra hour!) until they joined the 
9.30am service on the Sunday morning. They 
also had to prepare, cook and eat their 
allowance of two meals a day consisting of rice 
and dhal. Challenges were set and time was 
also spent in worship and prayer. 

The rules were strict - no mobiles, ipods, 
alternative food items, magazines, hairbrush, 
change of clothing or deodorant! Thankfully 
they all survived after a rather uncomfortable 
night lying on wooden pallets. 

Their aim was to be sponsored and raise 
awareness for work in poor communities around 
the world. All the money raised will go to the 
work of Soul Action, a Christian charity which 
works to help those in need around the world. So 
far they have raised approximately £600. 

If anyone would like to donate go to: 
www.justgiving.com/smv_wam 
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Make a Christmas angel 




A Christmas angel made by seven year old Louise Jarman. 
photo Phil Hind 



Follow the instructions below to make an 
angel for your Christmas tree - a great 
challenge for Junior Churches and schools. 
And the best angels will even win a prize! 



NO Christmas tree will be complete without one of these angels... read 
on to find out how to make one. Your artistic skills could win a prize 
if you download and decorate our angel template from 
www.oxford.anglican.org then send a photo (or the real thing) to us, 
complete with age, name and address, at ‘Angel’ competition, The 
DOOR, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 0X2 
ONB by January 10 2008. Diocesan children’s adviser, Yvonne 
Morris, will pick a winner from the entries in each of three groups 4- 
6 years, 7-9 years, and 10 and over. Each will receive a great joke book 
by the children at Helen and Douglas House which will help you start 
New Year with a chuckle. 



How to make your Christmas angel 

Download your angel from our website, or if you don’t have internet 
access, call 01865 208225 and we will send you a template. Trace or 
copy this template onto paper or thin card, then cut it out. 

Remember to cut slits where marked. 

Draw a face on the angel and, if required, use wool, glitter or 
colouring pens to add hair. 

First bend down the arms. 

Next fold the body around, behind the head, and tape or glue the 
edge of the two sides together. Make sure the slits match. 

Slot the wings into the slits at the back, then add a hanging loop 
made from cotton, fixing with sticky tape. 

You can also add a halo by making a loop with a stalk in a length 
of pipe cleaner (about half the normal full length) and sticking the 
stalk to the back of the angel’s head so that the loop sits above the 



angel’s face. 

Now all that remains is to decorate your angel in any way you like! 
And don’t forget to send a photo of your angel - or the real thing - in 
to us after Christmas to be entered in our competition. 




For you know the generous act of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, so that by 
his poverty you might become rich. Romans 
8:9 

WHY does Father Christmas wear a red coat 
and a red pointed hat? Answer: because he's 
a bishop. The red coat is his cope and the 
pointed hat is his mitre, their appearance 
somewhat distorted by the passage of time. 
‘Father Christmas’, the British secularised 
version of the legend, is ‘Santa Claus’ in the 
USA, but St Nicholas in the Netherlands 
(where it is a major national festival) and in 
much of Europe. 

We don’t really know very much for sure 
about the man commemorated on December 
6. He was the bishop of Myra, in south-west 
Turkey in the fourth century. His reputation 
as a holy man was such that by the sixth cen- 
tury he was widely venerated in eastern 
Europe, and from the eleventh century 
onwards this veneration extended across the 
whole of Christendom. 

What accounts for this amazing populari- 
ty? His reputation as a gracious and generous 
man, who cared for the poor and the vulner- 
able, was undoubtedly a large part of the 
answer. But perhaps it is his concern for chil- 
dren that has made him most popular. 
Various stories of his kindnesses to children 
attached themselves to his legend - saving 
young girls from prostitution and three boys 
from the hands of a murderous butcher are 



among the more spectacular examples. Most 
persistent - though historically unproven - is 
the story of his giving gifts to the poor chil- 
dren of the town to mark the birthday of 
Jesus. This is at the heart of the St Nicholas 
celebrations in the Netherlands, but few peo- 
ple in Britain, one suspects, have the slightest 
idea of the connection of ‘Father Christmas’ 
with Nicholas, or indeed that there is a 
Christian tradition behind the man in funny 
clothes handing out cheap toys in the local 
department store. 

The principle Nicholas followed in all of 
this was simple. We can’t give presents to the 
infant Jesus, because he is now our risen 
Saviour in heaven, but we can follow the 
Lord’s advice that what we give to ‘the least 
of these my brothers and sisters’ we give to 
him (Matthew 25:40). What better way to 
mark his birthday? 

This provides, of course, a Christian 
rationale for the practice of giving presents to 
others at Christmas - a rationale far removed 
from the modern practice of giving expensive 
gifts to people who already have more than 
enough! Perhaps the ideal Christmas gift, fol- 
lowing the example of Nicholas, would be a 
donation to Children in Need. 

In any case, his festival reminds us of the 
grace of giving, which lies at the heart of the 
Christmas story - God’s gift to us of his Son 
Jesus. It seems a very appropriate preparation 
for Christmas to celebrate the life of a man 
who long ago practised this same gracious 
generosity. 



Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broad- 
caster and author of many books including ‘Old Words New Life* (BRF); which offers reflections on forty key 
Old Testament words and ‘Making Sense of the Bible’ (Lion); a simple, no-nonsense guide to using the Bible. 

He lives in Cookham with his wife, Ros. 




Want to get away? 

% Look into the 

% Directory on 
page 14 for 
holidays at home 
and abroad 
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